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When  Will  the  Final  Exam  Schedule 
Finally  be  Final? 


Photo  by  Jim  Marabeilo 


Final's  schedule  befuddles  students 


Aids... on  Campus. 


by  April  L.  Page 

Staff  Writer 

According  to  the  August  1985 
Hastings  Center  Report,  among 
all  those  cases  of  AIDS  reported 
up  to  date,  47  percent  are 
deceased.  In  addition,  the 
likelihood  that  any  patient  will 
die  from  AIDS  is  100  percent. 

According  to  today's  re- 
search, there  are  only  three 
known  ways  to  contract  AIDS; 
through  blood  transfusions,  the 
sharing  of  infected  hydrodermic 
needles,  and  sexual  activity. 

Although  AIDS  has  recently 
received  nationwide  recogni- 
tion, it  is  only  one  of  many  sex- 
ually transmitted  diseases  in 
the  United  States.  According  to 
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the  American  Social  Health 
Association,  one  in  four 
Americans  between  the  ages  of 
15  and  55  will  acquire  a  sexually 
transmitted  disease.  Some  10 
million  Americans  seek  medical 
treatment  for  these  diseases 
each  year. 

In  response  to  the  AIDS 
phenomena,  the  media  has 
focused  a  lot  of  attention  on 
AIDS  victim  Rock  Hudson. 
Hudson  started  to  make  people 
aware  of  AIDS  through  his  ex- 
perience. 

Since  Hudson's  efforts,  the 
movie,  "An  Early  Frost," 
focused  on  an  AIDS  victim's 
dilemma.  Also,  singers  Dionne 
Worwick,  Elton  John,  Stevie 
Wonder,  and  Gladys  Knight 
recorded  the  song,  "That's 
What  Friends  Are  For."  The 
profits  of  the  song  will  go  to 
AIDS  research. 

Recently,  there  has  been  some 
con'  ">versy  about  allowing 
AIDS  victims  to  attend  school. 
In  response  to  the  AIDS  con- 
flict according  to  President 
Mara,  AIDS  victims  will  not  be 
discriminated  against  and  "are 
welcome  here." 

When  Mara  was  asked  if  he 
would  allow  AIDS  victims  to 
live  in  the  dorms,  he  said  the 
answer  is,  "still  yes."  He  says 
he  will  only  change  his  mind  if 
medical  advice  tells  him  other- 


Similarly,  Randy  Harris,  an 
FSC  student,  says,  an  AIDS 
victim  has  a  right  to  go  to 
school.  The  media  is  "making 
too  much  of  a  big  deal  about 
AIDS." 

Another  student  states,  "You 
wouldn't  throw  someone  out  if 
they  have  other  diseases." 

A  Herlihy  Hall  resident  says, 
An  AIDS  victim  could  be  my 
roommate. 


by  Noreen  Casey 

Staff  Writer 

The  new  exam  schedule  this 
semester  may  be  the  old  final 
exam  schedule  next  semester. 

According  to  Registrar 
Richard  Condon,  the  ACC  is 
currently  studying  a  proposal 
for  yet  another  final  exam 
schedule  for  the  spring  sem- 
ester. 

The  proposed  schedule  will 
basically  be  a  non-schedule. 
That  is,  classes  will  run  straight 
through  to  the  end  of  the  sem- 
ester and  the  instructors  will 
decide  when— or  if— a  final  will 
be  given. 

The  final  exam  schedule  in- 
troduced this  semester  is 
markedly  different  from  the 
schedule  used  in  previous  years. 
Instead  of  being  scheduled  in- 
dividually, finals  are  currently 
scheduled  on  a  systematic  basis 
according  to  class  meeting  time. 

The  old  scheduling  system,  in 
which  all  the  sections  of  a  course 
had  a  final  at  the  same  time, 


"just  doesn't  work  anymore," 
said  Condon.  "We  ran  out  of 
rooms  and  times." 

Some  of  the  features  of  the 
new  system,  called  a  "block 
exam  schedule,"  are  advan- 
tageous. Because  the  days  and 
times  of  the  finals  are  deter- 
mined by  class  meeting  time,  no 
classes  can  possibly  conflict. 
Most  students  will  also  find  it 
more  convenient  because  the 
finals  are  held  in  the  regular 
classrooms. 

Condon  says  this  type  of 
schedule  only  takes  24  hours  to 
prepare,  as  opposed  to  a  full 
week  for  the  old  type.  This 
means  the  new  schedule  can  be 
made  available  to  students 
much  earlier  in  the  semester. 

The  new  system,  however,  is 
not  perfect.  Since  classes  that 
first  meet  on  a  Tuesday  or  Wed- 
nesday are  not  represented  on 
the  schedule,  the  instructors 
and     the    students    in     these 


classes  must  arrange  a  day  and 
time  for  their  final  themselves. 

Also,  some  students,  espec- 
ially those  on  a  four-day 
schedule,  have  found  that  they 
are  scheduled  for  three  or  four 
finals  on  the  same  day. 

Some  faculty  members  also 
find  the  new  system  less  conve- 
nient. Instructors  who  teach 
more  than  two  or  three  sections 
of  a  course  only  had  to  give  one 
-final  under  the  old  system,  but 
now  they  are  forced  to  give 
seperate  finals  for  each  section. 

According  to  Condon,  Salem 
State  and  Westfield  State 
already  use  the  block  exam 
schedule,  and  Bridgewater 
State  used  the  non-schedule 
system  currently  being  con- 
sidered by  the  ACC. 

"The  question  of  a  new  exam 
schedule  has  been  kicking 
around  for  a  while,"  Condon 
said. 


Megabucks  Winner  Makes  a  Move 


by  Andy  Baron 

Staff  Writer 

"Nobody  has  really  been  call- 
ing," said  former  FSC  student 
Laurie  Caoutte. 

Caoutte,  who  was  one  of  the 
eight  Massachusetts  winners 
on  October  16,  reveals  that  the 
fanfare  and  hoopla  of  her  mega- 
experience  have  since  passed. 
She  still  claims,  however,  that 
"it  was  pretty  weird."  Imme- 


diately following  "The  Win." 
Caoutte  graced  the  front  page  of 
the  Boston  Herald. 

In  pursuit  of  an  art  career, 
Caoutte  plans  to  attend  either 
Mass.  College  of  Art  or  Anna 
Maria  College,  pending  the 
schools'  acceptance  notices. 

In  the  meantime,  Caoutte 
revealed  that  she  will  "take  a 
few  trips."  She's  off  to  St.  Mar- 


tin in  January  while  Jamaica  is 
another  spot  she  has  her  sights, 
on.  Caoutte  also  stated  that  she 
will  start  a  trust  fund  with  het 
new  found  wealth. 

The  extra  pocket  monev 
Caoutte  will  have  for  years  to 
come  will  not  have  a  chance  to 
change  her  character,  she 
claims. 

"I'm  the  same  person."  in- 
sists Caoutte. 


Renter's  Rights. 


Bill  Riley— student  laywer 

by  Doreen  M.  Papa 

Staff  Writer 

The  law  states  that  it  is  il- 
legal to  pay  rent  in  sums  more 
than  once  a  month.  This  may 
surprise  many,  especially  those 
who  pay  rent  per  semester.  The 
state  recognized  six  years  ago 
that  off  campus  apartments  are 
not  equivalent  to  dormitories. 
State  legislature  says  that  pay- 
ment of  rent  by  semester  is 
unlawful,  but  it  generally  goes 
unnoticed  until  a  problem 
arises. 
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When  payments  are  made  per 
semester  it  leaves  tenants  with 
little  leverage.  If  something 
happens  to  the  apartment  such 
as  loss  of  heat  or  poor  plumbing 
the  tenant  may  be  in  a  bind. 
Before  signing  a  lease,  plan 
payments  in  a  more  beneficial 
way. 

There  are  many  other  rules 
and  regulations  and  landlords 
must  adhere  to.  Now  that 
winter  is  here,  many  students 
are  concerned  with  their  heat. 
In  Massachusetts  heat  must  be 
a  minimum  of  68°  F  between 


the  hours  of  7  am  and  11  pm. 
From  11:01  to  6:59  am  the 
temperature  must  be  a 
minimum  of  64  Va  °  F. 

When  a  problem  occurs,  first 
call  the  landlord,  explain  the 
problem  and  ask  him  to  fix  it.  If 
you  do  not  get  results,  write  the 
landlord  a  letter,  again  explain- 
ing the  problem  and  send  it  to 
his  home.  Always  save  a  copy 
of  the  letter.  If  you  still  do  not 
get  results,  it  may  get  more 
complicated  but  hope  is  not 
lost.  You  may  want  to  deduct  a 
portion  of  your  rent  money  to 
make  up  for  the  problem.  Rem- 
ember, no  certain  deduction  has 
been  set.  Use  your  best  judge- 
ment. You  could  also  call  the 
Board  of  Health  because  it  is 
every  tenants'  right  to  have  his 
apartment  inspected.  This  may 
seem  drastic,  but  it  should 
bring  results. 

Hopefully  tenants  will  not 
have  to  deal  with  such  pro- 
blems but  they  do  occur  and 
you  can  prevent  some  of  them. 
For  example,  when  paying  a 
security  deposit  have  the  land- 
lord write  down  a  list  of 
damages  presently  in  the  apart- 
ment.  You  and  your  landlord 
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Refund  Requirements 


by  Jim  Spink 

Contributing  Writer 

Dorm  damage  and  fire  alarms 
are  nearly  a  constant  annoyance 
to  all  dormitory  residents,  yet  it 
is  possible  to  eliminate  these 
problems  if  students  take  pro- 
per action. 


Don  Carlson  of  Residence  Life 
defines  a  cleaning  charge  as 
anything  that  is,  "not  normal 
wear  and  tear."  This  refers  to 
the  appearance  of  the  suite  and 
the  condition  of  the  bathroom 
when  daily  maintenance  checks 
occur.  The  most  common 
charges  to  residents  in  suites 
are  sink  cleaning  to  both  bath- 
room and  suite  areas.  The  rates 
which  are  charged  depend  on 
how  much  cleaning  is  required 
and  how  long  it  takes.  Resi- 
dence Life  multiplies  how  long 
it  takes  by  a  set  hourly  rate  and 
divides  the  charge  among 
residents.  If  an  individual  is 
blatantly  responsible,  the 
charge  is  usually  different  and 
possibly  higher. 


Contrary    to    some    suites. 
Residence  Life  estimates   this 


semester  is  one  of  the  best  for 
the  occurrence  of  dorm  damage 
and  also  one  of  the  lowest 
semesters  for  fines. 


There  is  an  anonymous  dorm 
damage  fund  set  up  in  each 
dorm  and  townhouse  which  is 
used  to  pay  for  general  main- 
tenance and  elevator  cleanings. 
If  dorm  damage  remains  at  this 
level,  residents  can  expect  a  re- 
fund at  the  end  of  the  year.  If 
dorm  damage  suddenly  in- 
creases, students  may  end  up 
paying  at  the  semester's  end. 


Fire  alarms  seem  to  plague 
the  dorms  again  this  semester. 
In  Russell  Towers  alone  several 
alarms  have  occured,  out  of 
these  only  one  was  an  actual 
drill,  the  rest  were  either  inten- 
tional or  due  to  resident 
negligence.  In  Herlihy  this  sem- 
ester there  have  been  seven 
alarms;  six  have  been  set  off  in- 
tentionally or  accidentally,  one 
was  a  drill.  This  is  a  major  in- 
crease for  Herlihy;  last  year  the 
dorm  had  only  three  alarms  all 
year.  Aubuchon  has  had  the 
least   amount   of   alarms. 


The  Fitchburg  Fire  Dept.  is 
now  considering  to  fine  FSC 
$200-$500  dollars  for  each  false 
alarm.  The  department  is  con- 
cerned when  two  or  three  alarms 
are  set  off  in  one  night,  espec- 
ially when  there  is  the  chance 
that  actual  service  is  needed 
elsewhere. 

If  a  student  is  caught  pulling 
an  alarm,  he  or  she  will  face  im- 
mediate eviction  and  possible 
fines  depending  on  the  par- 
ticular circumstances. 


Other  colleges  have  an  alarm 
system  that  when  pulled, 
sprays  ink  on  to  the  person's 
hand.  This  system  is  being  con 
sidered  by  FSC  to  deter  the 
students  who  pull  fire  alarms. 


If  dorm  residents  become 
more  aware  of  the  upkeep  of 
their  suites  dorm  damage  will 
decrease,  and  if  residents  would 
think  twice  about  fire  alarms 
they  may  also  decrease.  Help 
keep  dorm  damage  and  fire 
alarms  down  and  enjoy  a  refund 
at  the  end  of  the  semester. 


Police  Log 


by  Kathy  Gates 

Staff  Writer 

A  string  of  eight  fire  alarms 
jostled  students  in  and  out  of 
buildings  from  Nov.  12  to  the 
24th.  All  eight  alarms  were 
reported  as  false;  three 
mechanical  in  origin,  and  six 
purposely  pulled. 

On  Nov.  16,  the  fire  depart- 
ment responded  to  an  alarm  set 
off  in  Russell  Towers  at  11:04 
p.m.  Twelve  minutes  later,  two 
more  alarms  rang  out  in  Russell; 
all  three  were  pulled. 

On  Nov.  18,  the  second  pulled 
alarm  in  four  weeks  occurred  on 
Aubuchon's  7th  floor. 

On  Nov.  24,  at  2:10  a.m.,  the 
last  in  the  string  of  set  alarms 
sounded  off  from  Russell 
Towers. 

Once  again,  if  these  alarms 
continue  to  be  purposely  pulled, 
students  may  be  the  cause  of 
any  possible  future  financial  ac- 
tion that  may  be  taken  by  the 
college. 

HELPFUL  INFORMATION: 
Stolen  Property:  On  Nov.  14, 
a  student's  textbook  was  stolen 
from  the  Commuter  Cafe  after 
the  owner  left  it  on  a  table  for  15 
minutes  to  get  a  cup  of  coffee. 


This  incident  was  the  result  of 
negligence.  Let  it  serve  as  a 
warning  to  you.  Don't  take  any 
chances  by  leaving  your  pro- 
perty unguarded  even  for  five 
minutes.*As  finals  approach  and 
the  bookstore  reopens  for 
bookselling-back  business, 
some  loose  hands  may  find  your 
book  alone  and  crying  for  atten- 
tion. 

Bothersome  Youths:  If  local 
youths  are  a  source  of  aggrava- 
tion and  harassment  for  you  at 
times,  don't  take  any  potential 
problem  into  your  own  hands; 
call  campus  police  for  assis- 
tance. 

A  Parking  Reminder:  The 
parking  ban  began  on  Dec.  1,  so 
keep  your  car  off  the  street  as 
soon  as  that  first  snow  storm 
hits,  or  receive  an  orange 
Christmas  card  early. 

Nursing  Students:  If  you  ar- 
rive back  on  campus  late  from 
practicum,  you  can  receive  a 
safety  escort  to  your  home.  Just 
drive  directly  to  campus  sec- 
urity, ask  for  an  escort,  and  the 
police  will  follow  you  to  the 
North  Street  or  Upper  Weston 
lot  and  then  escort  you  home. 
All  they  ask  for  in  return  is  a 
little  patience  on  your  part. 


Interview  with  Fitchburg  Mayor 
Bernard  Chartrand. 


by  Allen  Bush 

Staff  Writer 

"I  have  a  very  strong  feeling 
about  the  college  community. 
We're  very  happy  to  have  them 
here  and  very  proud  of  the 
school.  We  do  have  some  minor 
problems,  the  disturbances  we 
had  in  September  were  very  un- 
fortunate, but  I  hope  we  can 
resolve  these  differences 
because  I  think  the  community 
is  far  better  off  with  the  college 
than  without  it,  "stated  Mayor 
Bernard  Chartrand  in  his  first 
interview  with  The  Strobe. 

I  asked  about  his  direct  in- 
volvement with  FSC.  He  said  it 
consisted  of  a  monthly  meeting 
with  President  Mara  to  discuss 
the  college's  involvement  with 
the  community  and  how  they 


can  assist  each  other.  Problems 
considered  are  traffic  and  park- 
ing. They  have  never  discussed 
student  policies,  and  that's  the 
way  they'll  keep  it. 

Complaints  he  receives  from 
members  of  the  college  com- 
munity are  about  traffic,  park- 
ing, student  noise  from  neigh- 
bors, and  about  people  taking 
advantage  of  students  in  the 
cost  of  housing  and  apartments. 


The  so  called  "Fitchburg  riot" 
parties  in  September  was  a  sub- 
ject the  mayor  had  a  lot  to  talk 
about.  His  general  comment 
was  that  he  understands  the 
student's  need  to  "celebrate 
and    have    fun"    and    that    he 


strongly  feels  that  it's  a  "small 
minority  of  students  who  hurt 
the  relationship  with  the  college 
and  the  community." 

When  asked  if  he  thought  the 
press  reported  the  situation 
fairly,  he  said  he  felt  "the  press 
wanted  to  report  what  was  hap- 
pening in  the  college  com- 
munity with  regards  to  how 
many  police  and  students  were 
involved."  He  didn't  feel  the 
press  interviewed  both  sides, 
and  would  have  liked  to  have 
seen  better  communication  be- 
tween press  and  students. 


The  handling  of  the  situation 
by  the  police  is  still  a  controver- 
sial issue.  I  asked  Mayor  Chart- 


rand to  comment  on  the  be- 
havior of  the  Fitchburg  police 
toward  college  students. 
"Depending  on  who  the  police 


officer  is  some  of  them  are  very 
good  and  some  of  them  are  very 
short  tempered.  I'm  not  going 
to- name  any  names,  but  some 
of  them  are  a  little  excited  when 
it  comes  to  college  kids  and  I 
wish  they  would  behave  a  little 
differently.  I  think  the  easiest 
thing  is  not  to  have  them  in  the 
college  area."  On  complaints  of 
police  brutality,  the  mayor  and 
police  discussed  the  charges  but 
no  actions  were  taken. 


In    his    closing    statement 
Mayor    Chartrand    wanted    to 


Renter's  Rights 

From  Page  1 

should  sign  this,  and  again  keep 
a  copy.  Within  thirty  days  of 
your  last  day  of  living  there  you 
must  receive  in  writing  a  list  of 
deductions  plus  your  refund. 
After  thirty  days  without  re- 
ceiving your  money  the  tenant 
has  a  right  to  sue  the  landlord 
for  three  times  the  amount  of 
the  security  deposit.  No  land- 
lord wants  to  deal  with  that. 
Most  importantly,  because  it 
could  save  you  some  grief,  plan 
your  payments  monthly.  Every 
tenant  deserves  all  that  is  pro- 
mised in  a  lease  and  this  will 
give  you  more  leverage. 

stress  how  important  FSC  is  to 
the  city.  "FSC  is  a  viable  part 
of  this  community.  It's  the 
eleventh  largest  university  in 
the  state  and  a  permanent  part 
of  our  city  life.  We're  very  proud 
to  have  you  here." 


Consumer  Protection  Tips 


by  William  J.  Riley,  Esq. 

Contributing  Writer 

Although  most  of  you  will  be 
students  for  only  a  short  time, 
all  of  you  will  be  consumers  for 
the  rest  of  your  lives.  As  con- 
sumers you  will  be  involved  in 
countless  transactions,  some 
large  and  some  small.  However, 
whether  you  buy  a  toaster  or  a 
Toyota,  the  Massachusetts 
Consumer  Protection  Act  is 
available  to  you  as  your  legal 
protection  against  consumer 
rip-offs. 

The  Act  was  passed  by  the 
state  legislature  with  the  inten- 
tion of  affording  private  in- 
dividuals—like you  — with  a 
method  by  which  disputes  with 
merchants  could  be  resolved  out 
of  court.  Failing  a  satisfactory 
out-of-court  settlement,  the  Act 
carries  with  it  very  stiff  pen- 
alties for  a  merchant  who  is 
adjudged  in  court  of  having  en- 
gaged in  "unfair  or  deceptive" 
conduct  in  dealings  with  a  cus- 
tomer. 


A  93A  letter  must  set  forth 
precisely  the  nature  of  your 
claim  against  the  merchant  and 
what  you  want  done  about  it.  It 
should  contain  specific  informa- 
tion about  the  date  or  dates  of 
the  transaction  and  exactly 
what  it  is  about  the  transaction 
which  you  believe  was  the  un- 
fair/or/deceptive conduct  by  the 
merchant. 

The  first  step  in  utilizing  the 
act  for  your  own  protection  is  to 
contact  the  merchant— for  ex- 
ample, the  used  car  dealer— and 
attempt  to  directly  negotiate  a 
satisfactory  settlement  of  your 
claim.  If  your  direct  negotia- 
tions are  unsuccessful  then  the 
next  step  is  to  send  the  mer- 
chant what  is  known  as  a  "93A 
letter."  The  letter  gets  its  name 
from  the  Consumer  Protection 
Act  itself  which  is  Chapter  93A 
of  the  Massachusetts  General 
Laws. 

The  Act  provides  for  a  30  day 
period  within  which  a  merchant 
may  respond  to  a  93  A  letter. 
The  period  begins  to  run  from 


the  date  of  receipt  requested,  is 
usually  helpful.  During  the  30 
day  period  the  merchant  may 
attempt  to  resolve  the  matter 
with  you.  The  incentive  here  is 
to  settle  disputes  because  if  a 
merchant  makes  you  a  written 
offer  of  settlement  and  you  re- 
ject the  terms  but  a  court  later 
determines  the  offer  to  have 
been  reasonable,  you  must  pay 
the  merchant's  attorney's  fees. 


A  recent  case  by  the  Mass- 
achusetts Appeals  Court  named 
Cassano  v.  Gogos  indicates  that 
a  consumer  should  also  make  an 
express  reference  to  Chapter 
93A  in  the  letter  in  order  to  put 
the  merchant  on  notice  that  you 
are  utilizing  the  Act.  It  is  also 
wise  to  include  a  specific  refer- 
ence to  the  30  day  period  men- 
tioned above.  For  if  the  mer- 
chant makes  no  offer  within  30 
days,  or  the  offer  made  is  one 
you  consider  to  be  unreason- 
able, then  as  of  the  31st  day  you 
are  entitled  to  begin  a  lawsuit 
against  the  merchant. 


Thi  reason  that  the  Appeals 
Court  has  held  that  a  93 A  letter 
must,  in  essence,  state  that  it  is 
a  93A  letter  is  because  the  Act 
provides  for  very  heavy  penal- 
ties. Once  the  30  day  limit  has 
passed,  a  consumer  can  seek  as 
an  award  in  the  lawsuit  treble 
(triple)  damages  and  attorneys 
fees.  By  putting  the  merchant 
on  notice  that  you  are  utilizing 
the  Act  to  settle  a  dispute  you 
simultaneously  send  the  signal 
that  the  potential  cost  to  the 
merchant  for  failing  to  reach  a 
reasonable  settlement  could  be 
considerable  indeed. 

The  93A  letter  and  the  Con- 
sumer Protection  Act  are  extra- 
ordinarily useful  tools  to  settle 
consumer  complaints.  While  the 
93A  letter  itself  was  enacted  by 
the  legislature  for  use  by 
private  individuals  you  should 
seek  the  advice  of  an  attorney 
before  commencing  any  pro- 
ceedings, including  the  93A  let- 
ter, under  the  Consumer  Protec- 
tion Act. 

Next:  Small  Claims  Court 
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FSC  Federal  Case  Reviewed  After  15  Years 


by  Meg  Eldridge 

Staff  Writer 

The  Case... 

In  1970  the  editor  of  the 
Fitchburg  State  College 
newspaper  brought  a  law  suit 
against  the  President  of  the  col- 
lege. In  Antonelli  v.  Hammond 
a  U.S.  District  Court  ruled  that 
"a  college  president  could  not 
impose  arbitrary  restrictions  on 
what  may  be  communicated  in 
a  campus  newspaper."  This 
case  has  been  cited  as  a  prece- 
dent in  numerous  law  books 
dealing  with  student  press. 

John  Antonelli  was  the  editor 
of  the  campus  newspaper  in 
1969.  The  paper  was  called  The 
Cycle.  According  to  College 
Student  Press  Law,  Antonelli 
changed  the  focus  of  the  paper 
from  "student  news  and  events 
on  campus"  to  "areas  of 
broader  social  and  political  im- 
pact." In  September  of  1969 
Antonelli  submitted  an  article 
entitled  "Black  Moochie"  to 
the  printer  of  the  paper.  The  ar- 
ticle was  written  by  Eldridge 
Cleaver,  a  controversial  black 
writer. 

The  autobiographical  article 
dealt  with  Cleaver's  sexual  feel- 
ings about  his  white  junior  high 
school  teacher.  It  contained 
several  "four-letter  words."  The 
printer,  Raymond  Plante,  "ob- 
jected to  the  theme  of  and  the 
four-letter  words  generously  used 
in  the  text  of"  the  article. 

The  printer  informed  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  college,  James  J.  Ham- 
mond, who  stated,  "publications 
should  provide  an  opportunity  for 
students  to  develop  skills  in  jour- 
nalism, [publications]  should  not 


consist  primarily  of  compilations 
published  previously  elsewhere 
and  should  not  serve  as  a  vehicle 
for  the  dissemination  of  obscene 
material."  (College  Press  Law)  Ac- 
cording to  Law  and  the  Student 
Press,  Hammond  called  the 
material  "gargbage."  Hammond 
said,  "they  argued  that  I  stopped 
the  printer,  but  the  printer  refus- 
ed to  print  the  article." 

According  to  Student  Press 
Law,  Hammond  told  Antonelli  he 
would  refuse  to  give  money  for 
future  editions  of  The  Cycle 
unless  he  [Hammond]  or  someone 
acting  with  his  authority  ap- 
proved the  newspaper's  con- 
tents. However  Hammond  said, 
"I  never  took  any  funds  from  the 
paper."  Regardless,  the  issue  was 
printed  because  of  combined  ef- 
forts by  editors  from  five  state 
colleges.  They  formed  a  commit- 
tee called  the  Ad  Hoc  Committee 
on  Censorship. 

Hammond  then  created  an  ad- 
visory board  to  examine  the  con- 
tents of  each  issue  of  the  paper 
prior  to  publication.  Antonelli  and 
other  editors  did  not  agree  with 
this. 

According  to  Massachusetts 
State  Law,  funding  for  the 
newspaper  comes  from  student 
activity  fees  which  were  to  be 
dispensed  "as  the  president  of  the 
college  may  direct." 

After  numerous  disputes  with 
the  advisory  board  Antonelli  and 
other  members  of  the  editorial 
board  submitted  their  letter  of 
resignation  and  Antonelli  brought 
suit,  claiming  that  Hammond's 
action  was  a  violation  of  the  First 
and  Fourteenth  Amendment  free- 
dom of  the  press  guarantees. 

The  federal  District  Court 
found  for  the  plaintiff,  Antonelli. 
According  to  College  Student 


Press  Law,  it  is  true  that  obsceni- 
ty isn't  constitutionally  protected. 
However,  the  powers  of  the  ad- 
visory board  were  unlimited.  The 
court  noted  that  no  procedural 
safeguards  had  been  established. 
Thus  the  establishment  of  the  ad- 
visory board  was  found  to  be  "an 
unconstitutional  exercise  of  state 
power." 

An  important  issue  in  the  case 
was  the  power  of  the  president  to 
withhold  student  activity  funds 
from  the  newspaper.  "The 
Massachusetts  law  giving  the  col- 
lege president  power  to  distribute 
student  body  funds  'does  not 
make  him  ultimately  responsible 
for  what  is  printed  in  the  campus 
newspaper.'"  Judge  W.  Arthur 
Garrity  ruled,  "once  a  determina- 
tion had  been  made  on  how  funds 
were  to  be  distributed,  the  expen- 
diture was  mandatory 

The  decision  did  state  that 
reasonable  restrictions  may  be  ap- 
plied to  the  campus  press.  "For 
example,  it  may  be  lawful...  to 
restrict  publication  in  a  campus 
newspaper  to  articles  written  by 
students....  But  to  tell  a  student 
what  thoughts  he  may  communi- 
cate is  another  matter." 

The  final  decision  according  to 
Law  and  the  Student  Press: 
"Because  of  the  potentially  great 
social  value  of  a  free  student  press 
'it  would  be  inconsistent  with  the 
basic  assumptions  of  the  First 
Amendment  freedoms  to  permit  a 
campus  newspaper  to  be  simply  a 
vehicle  for  ideas  the  state  or  the 
college  administrators  deem  ap- 
propriate. " 


The  Opinions .  .  . 

"There  were  a  lot  of  wild 
characters  here  then,"  said  Carl 
Mountain,  a  1973  graduate. 
Wild  characters  for  wild  times. 


"There  was  great  tension  bet- 
ween the  students  and  the  ad- 
ministrators," said  Bill 
Keough,  English  professor  and 
advisor  to  the  student 
newspaper  in  1970. 

Tension  created  controversy. 
One  such  controversy  came 
when  John  Antonelli,  editor  of 
The  Cycle  in  1969,  attempted  to 
publish  an  article  in  the  student 
newspaper  containing  "four- 
letter  words"  in  it. 

The  article,  by  Eldridge 
Cleaver,  titled  "Black 
Moochie"  was  autobiographical 
and  dealt  with  Cleaver's  chang- 
ing sexual  attitudes  toward  his 
white  junior  high  school 
teacher.  At  the  time  the  article 
was  printed,  Cleaver  was  in 
prison  and  charged  with  rape. 

According  to  Keough,  when 
he  questioned  Antonelli's  pur- 
pose in  publishing  the  article 
"Black  Moochie,"  he  received 
less  than  a  satisfactory  answer. 
John  McGrail,  an  English  pro- 
fessor then  and  now,  said,  "It 
[the  article]  was  far-out  and 
grossly  insulting  to  the  in- 
telligence of  the  students." 
Joseph  Finkel  also  an  English 
professor,  claims  the  article  was 
"self-promoting  violent  rhe- 
toric." 

Antonelli,  in  a  letter  to  the  stu- 
dents published  in  the  same 
issue  as  "Black  Moochie," 
wrote,  "where  I  felt  that 
members  of  this  community 
were  mature  enough  to  digest  a 
piece  of  literature,  no  matter 
what  the  content,  and  pass 
judgement  accordingly;  our 
President  did  not."  (sic)  In  a  let- 
ter of  resignation  in  the  follow- 
ing issue,  Antonelli  and  other 


editors  wrote,  "We  study 
literature  the  likes  of  which  can- 
not be  published  in  our 
newspaper." 

■  Finkel  believed  "there  was  an 
element  of  glorification...  upon 
publishing  the  article.  'See  how 
sensitive  to  the  black  cause  I 
am.'" 

Keough,  advisor  to  The  Cy- 
cle, said,  "as  advisor  all  I  could 
do  was  advise.  I  made  no  deci- 
sion as  to  what  was  actually 
printed."  Keough  added,  "An- 
tonelli was  a  somewhat  lazy 
editor  who  thrived  on  con- 
troversy." 

"There  were  editorial  looney- 
tunes,"  said  McGrail. 

Lawrence  Quigley  now  -  an 
English  professor,  was  Ex- 
ecutive Vice-President  in  1970. 
He  also  served  on  the  advisory 
board  that  President  Ham- 
mond set  up,  along  with  Robert 
Greene,  and  Education  pro- 
fessor. According  to  Quigley, 
the  board  didn't  actually  censor 
anything.  "It  wasn't  ever  put 
into  effect." 

According  to  1970  Cycle 
editors  in  the  resignation  letter, 
although  no  censorship  actually 
occurred,  "We  haggled  with  the 
advisory  board  over  the  most 
minute  details...  the  phone 
bill."  The  editors  called  the 
board  "a  needless  bureaucra- 
cy" 

"Hammond  was  acting  in 
loco  parentis  [in  place  of  the 
parent],  therefore  he  thought  he 
was  doing  right,"  said  Keough. 

"Hammond  was  eminently 
just.  But  for  the  60's  he  was  a 
figure  that  didn't  go  with  the 
student's  desire,  not  need,  for  a 
flexible  'cool'  leader,"  said 
McGrail. 


What's  Holding  Up  The  Roof. 


by  Marilyn  Hyson 

Contributing  Writer 

Despite  having  the  newest 
technology  in  the  fields  of  com- 
munications, photography  and 
computers  at  their  fingertips, 
Fitchburg  State  College  stu- 
dents and  staff  in  the  Conlon 
Industrial  Arts  Building  are 
plagued  by  poor  technology: 
namely  a  leaking  roof.  Seven 
years-worth  of  residuals  from 
the  concrete  roof  are  descend- 
ing through  the  ceilings  with 
every  rain  storm.  Dripping 
water  and  white  stuff  seeps 
through  the  roof  and  down  win- 
dows and  walls  or  free-falls 
directly  to  the  floor.  Janitors 
have  kept  the  floors  as  clean  as 
possible  by  keeping  them 
washed  and  waxed  within  the 
limits  of  reason. 

The  janitors  have  creatively 
diverted  the  water  from  the 
electrical  panel,  which  houses 
440  volt  current.  The  second 
floor  halls  are  dotted  with 
wastebaskets,  half  full  of  water. 

Due  to  the  large  amount  of 
funding  needed  to  remove  and 
replace  the  roof,  a  special  ap- 
propriation for  $400,000  had  to 
be  approved  by  the  state  legis- 
lature. 


"The  building  staff  and  stu- 
dents have  attempted  to  find 
remedies  for  the  emergency 
situation  for  such  a  lengthy 
period  they  have  become  numb 
to  the  urgency  of  it,"  according 
to  Dr.  Philip  Tardanico,  chair- 
man of  the  Industrial  Tech- 
nology department.  While  the 
department  has  kept  up  with 
the  newest  technical  advances 
and  prides  itself  in  offering  its 
students  the  latest  in  technol- 
ogy, the  physical  environment 
seriously  detracts  from  the 
benefits.  However,  he  says,  the 
staff  has  resigned  themselves 
to  the  situation. 

The  scope  of  the  destruction 
extends  to  almost  every  room 
on  the  top  floor.  Among  the 
highly  visible  areas  of  damage 
there  is: 

1.  A  totally  unusable  office. 

2.  Water  trickling  down  walls 
of  the  print  shop. 

3."  Water  diverted  over  books  in 
the  communications  lab. 

4.  An  often  dangerously  wet 
flqor  in  the  photography 
dark-room. 

5.  Uncontrolled  dampness  in 
the  temperature  controlled 
computer  room. 

6.  A  damaged  drafting  mach- 
ine in  the  drafting  room. 


"Damage  has  been  kept  to  a 
minimum  due  to  the  constant 
surveillance  and  efforts  of  our 
department,"  Chairman  Gun- 
ther  Hoos  reported  from  the 
Communications  and  Media 
department.  Upon  several  occa- 
sions when  a  leak  developed 
over  television  editing 
machines,  the  water  was 
diverted  just  in  time.  Due  to  the 
shifting  blocks  of  cement  in  the 
roof,  the  leaking  is  not  con- 
sistently in  the  same  place. 

"In  this  environment,"  Hoos 
said,  "we  are  expected  to  use 
15,000  watts  during  television 
production.  Because  there  are 
leaks  which  plague  the  control 
room,  students  are  justly  con- 
cerned with  the  danger  of  using 
the  electrical  equipment". 

Hoos  feels  other  major  pro- 
blems in  the  building  are  the 
reduction  of  available  space, 
and  the  morale  of  staff  and 
students.  "We  have  excellent 
equipment  and  fine  cooperation 
from  the  staff  but  we  are  con- 
fronted with  an  ugly  setting.  It 
is  too  much!"  he  said,  "The 
building  department  has  work- 
ed hard  to  repaint  damaged 
areas  but  the  effect  does  not 
last.   When  we  try  to  attract 


new  students  by  giving  tours 
through  the  building,  they  are 
overwhelmed  by  problems  of 
the  building." 

Steven  Lanciani,  Director  of 
Facilities,  says  that  since  the 
preliminary  study  and  funding 


are  complete,  architectural 
plans  should  be  ready  to  go  to 
the  state  Division  of  Capital 
Planning  for  bids  about 
February.  This  means  the  new 
roof  should  be  under  construe 
tion  by  next  summer. 


Can't  Type? 
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Winter  Break  Doesn't  Just  Mean  Cold. 


by  Kathy  Gates 

Staff  Writer 

What's  your  idea  of  a  fun- 
filled  Winter  Break?  Capturing 
the  adventure  of  elephant  hun- 
ting in  Africa,  or  soaking  in  the 
relaxing,  warming  rays  through 
a  window  in  your  living  room  as 
you  lay  reclined  in  Dad's  lazy- 
boy  watching  General  Hospi- 
tal? 

For  some  FSC  students  and 
faculty,  both  adventure  and 
relaxation  are  representative 
themes  of  Christmas  Break 
85-86.  Let's  take  a  look  at  the 
adventurous  types  first. 

Dr.  Pasquale  Micciche,  from 
the  History  Department,  and 
three    other    faculty    members 


will  be  embarking  on  a  trip  to 
Russia  with  12  students;  nine 
from  FSC,  and  one  each  from 
Northeastern  University,  Quin- 
sigamond  and  Mt.  Wachusett 
Community  Colleges. 

Dr.  Micciche  stated  one 
reason  for  organizing  the  trip 
was  "for  the  sheer  pleasure  of 
seeing  a  great  nation,  visiting 
three  cities  and  witnessing  the 
greatness  of  the  Russian 
people." 

The  travelers  will  be  well 
prepared  by  reading  books 
about  Russian  people  and  their 
culture  prior  to  the  trip.  This 
preparation  has  increased  Dr. 
Irene  Harris'  desire  to  go.  "I 
have  a  real  desire  to  see  what's 
over  there,  a  real  curiosity  to  see 


what  all  of  those  writers  have 
written  about;  to  simply  see  it 
and  experience  it." 

A  second  trip,  to  Jamaica, 
organized  by  Dr.  George 
Babich,  Dr.  George  Bond,  and 
Dr.  Robert  Zottoli,  all  of  the 
Biology  Department,  will  take 
place  from  Jan.  5  to  the  24th. 

Twenty  FSC  students  plus  15 
others  will  be  vacationing  in 
what  Dr.  Bond  describes  as  "a 
very  laid  back  society,  very  slow 
and  easy  paced." 

Why  Jamaica?  Both  Dr.  Bond 
and  Dr.  Zottoli,  who  have  made 
more  than  a  dozen  trips  to 
Jamaica,  originally  wanted  the 
trip  to  be  an  intersession  course 
for  credit,  but  "n'*  turned  into 
more  of  a  vacation  over  the  past 


five  years  or  so,"  stated  Dr. 
Bond.  "We  kind  of  picked  it  out 
of  the  hat  when  we  first 
started." 

Dr.  Bond  remarked  that  the 
atmosphere  of  the  trip  is  not  a 
"faculty  keep  tabs  on  student" 
field  trip.  "We  are  a  traveling 
group." 

If  you  are  interested  in  snorkl- 
ing in  Jamaica  with  the  group, 
there  may  still  be  room  for  you. 
Just  contact  Dr.  Bond  as  soon 
as  possible. 

The  third  trip  is  a  private 
charter.  International  student 
Harri  Kaasinen  and  two  friends 
are,  as  he  phrased  it,  "going  to 
go  wild."  Harri  will  be  reunited 
with  two  Finnish  friends,  and 
the  threesome  will  follow  his 
simple    plan;    to    have    pocket 


money  and  toothbrush  and 
toothpaste  packed,  fly  to  Los 
Angeles,  California,  and  rent 
an  RV  (recreational  vehicle). 
They  are  planning  to  hit  every 
spot  the  RV  takes  them. 

After  this  excursion,  Harri 
will  return  to  Fitchburg  to  play 
hockey  for  the  FSC  team. 

Now,  what  about  the  rest  of 
the  FSC  folk?  Well,  some  will  re- 
main in  Fitchburg  to  work,  read 
a  good  book,  and  just  plain 
relax.  And  some  will  go  home  to 
work,  spend  time  with  family 
and  old  friends,  or  maybe  even 
kick  back  and  watch  the  soaps. 

But  there  is  still  one  thing  I 
haven't  found  out:  Who's  going 
on  the  suspenseful  elephant 
hunting  expedition? 


Name  That  Registrar. 


by  Kellie  Dauphinais 
and  Jane  Mangiacotti 

Contributing  Writers 

"Who  is  the  Registrar?" 
began  a  seven  question  sur- 
vey conducted  on  Nov.  6.  1985 
in  the  Commuter's  Cafeteria.  A 
randomly  selected  group  of 
students  responded  to  the 
survey  in  varied  and  interesting 
ways. 

Though  most  students  know 
where  the  Registrar's  office  is, 
many  are  oblivious  to  the  fact 
that  Richard  Condon  is  the 
Registrar.  Richard  Condon  and 
John  Mazeika,  Associate  Regis- 
trar, can  be  found  on  the  bottom 
floor  of  the  Sanders  Administra- 
tion Building. 

"What  does  the  Registrar 
do?"  was  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant questions  on  the  survey. 
Mazeika  explained  that  the 
main  purpose  of  the  Registrar's 
office  is  to  keep  records.  There  is 
a  folder  for  every  student  in  the 
school. 


Most  often  the  registration 
process  is  associated  with  bill- 
ing. Students  are  considered  to 
be  "overwarned"  before  they 
are  dropped  from  the  roster. 
Mazeika  listed  the  stages  of 
notification  that  are  followed 
with  every  overdue  payment. 

Initially,  the  student  is  billed. 
If  the  bill  becomes  outstanding, 
the  student  receives  a  notice 
that  their  bill  must  be  paid  by 
an  extended  and  specified  date. 
If  this  notice  is  ignored  the  stu- 
dent receives  a  letter  informing 
him  that  he  has  officially  been 
dropped  from  the  roster. 


If  at  this  point  in  time  the  stu- 
dent wishes  to  be  re-admitted, 
he  must  re-register  on  a  seats 
availability  basis.  This  means 
that  the  student  is  no  longer 
recognized  in  respect  to  his 
previously  chosen  courses  and 
his  major. 


Mazeika  discussed  the  pro- 
blem that  exists  between  the 
coordination  of  financial  aid  and 
the  payment  of  tuition.  "This  is 
a  problem  that  is  being  worked 
on,"  said  Mazeika.  However, 
students  are  considered  to  be  a 
part  of  this  problem.  If  direc- 
tions were  followed,  students 
would  realize  that  any  form  of 
financial  aid  that  has  been  ap- 
proved, but  not  yet  received,  is 
considered  a  valid  form  of  pay- 
ment. If  the  student  merely 
records  this  fact  on  the  form 
provided  with  the  tuition  bill,  he 
will  not  be  dropped  from  the 
roster. 

"A  lot  of  people  confuse  pre- 
registration  with  registration," 
said  a  concerned  Mazeika.  Peo- 
ple are  not  considered  officially 
registered  until  their  bill  is  paid 
and  they  are  actually  attending 
classes. 

When  a  student  decides  to 
leave  FSC,  the  Registrar  wants 
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to  gather  information  on  why 
they  are  leaving;  this  is  called  an 
exit  interview.  Mazeika  said, 
"people  leave  for  a  million  dif- 
ferent reasons;  pregnancy,  mar- 
riage, death  in  the  family  but 
the  reason  may  also  be  aca- 
demic." If  the  reasons  are 
academic  the  Registrar's  office 
want  to  do  whatever  they  can  to 
help  the  student. 

Last  semester  approximately 
200  people  who  were  pre- 
registered  never  showed  up  for 
any  of  their  classes.  These 
students  never  formally  with- 
drew and  in  turn  never  had  an 
exit  interview. 

Many  upperclassmen  have 
recently  been  questioning  the 
need  to  fill  out  an  application  for 
graduation.  The  purpose  of  this 
is  to  verify  the  spelling  of  the 
student's  name  for  the  diploma. 
The  application  requires  the 
signature  of  the  chairperson 
and  advisor.  Mazeika  considers 


the  interview  "a  courtesy,  how- 
ever it  is  not  mandatory  to  meet 
with  anyone  in  the  registrar's 
office." 

In  June  there  were  1.462 
seniors.  Approximately  700  of 
these  students  were  warned 
that  they  were  short  of  credits. 
Many  of  these  students  were 
officially  switched  to  the  grad- 
uating class  of  '87.  At  this  time 
about  40  of  these  students  have 
been  changed  back  to  their 
senior  status. 

The  factor  used  in  determin- 
ing who  is  in  danger  of  not 
graduating  on  time  is  very 
basic.  Anyone  who  needs  more 
than  36  credits  in  one  year  (an 
average  of  six  classes  in  one 
semester)  will  most  likely  en- 
counter some  difficulty. 

A  reminder  to  all  FSC 
students  to  graduate:  all  the  re- 
quirements for  your  major  must 
be  met.  A  2.0  average  in  your 
major,  along  with  a  2.0  average 
overall  is  necessary. 


Season  for  Santa 
Settles  in 


by  Tina  Boucher 

Staff  Writer 

In  the  cold  climate  of  the 
North  Pole,  I  was  fortunate 
enough  to  catch  up  with  a  jolly 
old  man  known  to  all  as  Santa 
Claus. 

My  visit  was  a  true  adventure 
as  fact  and  fiction  were  sepa- 
rated. For  example,  everyone 
knows  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Claus 
live  at  the  North  Pole  in  the  toy 
workshop  with  the  elves  and  the 
reindeer  and  spend  their  time 
making  toys  for  all  the  good  lit- 
tle boys  and  girls,  right?  Oh 


please,  this  is  not  a  Christmas 
special,  grow-up. 

According  to  Claus  himself, 
he  and  his  wife  Jessica  reside  at 
the  North  Pole  a  total  of  two 
months  out  of  the  year,  Nov- 
ember and  December.  The  other 
ten  months  are  spent  in  a  cozy 
little  cottage  in  Miami  Beach, 
Florida.  It's  here  where  the 
Clauses  own  a  budding  business 
called  Saint  Nick's  Place.  Saint 
Nick's  is  an  Italian  fast  food 
restaurant  that  will  soon  be  pop- 
ping up  all  over  the  southern 
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Student  Profile:  "Perkins  Looks  Back  at 
Accomplishments ' ' 


by  Mo  Leary 

Staff  Writer 

Sheila  Perkins,  a  senior 
Marketing  major,  has  just  com- 
pleted her  second  semester  as 
the  President  of  Fitchburg 
State's  Business  Laboratories. 

Perkins  joined  Business  Lab 
when  she  was  a  sophomore  and 
worked  her  way  up  the  ladder, 
starting  out  as  an  account  ex- 
ecutive. She  then  moved  up  to 
the  position  of  supervisor  and 
finally  last  January,  the  promo- 
tion to  President. 

She  says  she  has  grasped  the 
idea  of  what  Marketing  is  as  op- 
posed to  reading  the  definition 
of  Marketing  in  the  classroom. 

Through  Business  Lab,  Per- 
kins has  gained  practical  exper- 
ience helping  organizations  and 
small  businesses  develop 
marketing  and  advertising 
strategies. 

She  says  (without  hesitation) 
that  her  biggest  challenge  was 
writing  a  Marketing  Plan  for 
the  U.S.  Olympic  Luge  Team.  In 
the  fall  semester  of  '84,  Perkins 
along  with  a  team  of  other 
Business  Lab  members  travell- 
ed to  Lake  Placid,  New  York, 
and  presented  a  package  con- 
taining membership  brochures, 
sponsorship  brochures,  and  a 
sponsorship  sales  plan  to  the 
Luge  Team. 

Not  only  has  Perkins  devel- 
oped marketing  skills  through- 


Sheila  Perkins — Business  Marketing  Major 
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out  the  many  projects  she  has 
worked  on,  but  her  abilities  in 
advertising  have  also  been  im- 
plemented. She  says  that  "to 
develop  an  ad,  to  create  an  idea, 
and  to  get  the  marketing  behind 
it."  is  something  that  she  is 
very  much  interested  in. 

Her  interest  inspired  her  to 
design  a  brochure  for  Leomin- 
ster Savings  Bank.  The 
brochure  became  a  great  suc- 
cess for  Perkins  when  it  was 
printed  by  the  bank. 

Perkins,  who  will  complete 
her  education  at  FSC  this 
December,  has  already  begun  to 


look  at  prospective  businesses 
for  future  job  opportunities.  She 
is  interested  in  securing  a  Mar- 
keting or  Management  position 
in  the  retail  clothing  industry. 

She  says  that  she  knows  that 
her  experience  within  Business 
Lab  will  not  guarantee  her  a  job, 
but  she  says  that  it  is  a  "plus" 
on  her  resume 

Although  it  is  a  plus.  Perkins 
says  that  "it  was  more  than  just 
putting  it  on  my  resume.  It  was 
actually  knowing  about  the 
business  world,  because  after 
all,  you  can't  learn  everything  in 
the  classroom. 
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Student  Profile: 

Hyson  Interview 


by  Linda  Doucette 

Staff  Writer 

One  of  the  growing  concerns 
for  women  of  the  80 's  is  the  con- 
flict between  raising  a  family 
and  having  a  career. 

Marilyn  Hyson,  an  energetic 
second  semester  Junior  at  Fit- 
chburg State,  shows  the 
possibilities  of  achieving  suc- 
cess in  both  roles. 

She  strongly  believes  in  being 
home  while  raising  a  family.  Ad- 
dressing young  women  college 
students  she  says,  "Be  home  for 
your  family  when  the  time 
comes." 

For  Hyson  her  family  of  four 
sons  has  been  her  biggest  joy. 
Now  that  her  sons  are  grown. 
Hyson  is  pursuing  a  career  in 
Professional  Writing. 

"I  have  always  admired  col- 
umn and  feature  writers,  and  I 
intend  to  write  professionally," 
says  Hyson. 

Hyson  has  had  several  arti- 
cles published.  When  she  was 
thirty  years  old  she  had  3  pages 
published  in  the  religious  book- 
let "Upper  Room"  which  is  writ- 
ten in  39  languages.  Also,  an  ar- 
ticle she  wrote  was  published  in 
"Power,"  a  daily  devotions  for 
youth. 

Hyson  also  wrote  a  travel 
story  for  the  Worcester  Tele- 
gram. She  gathered  the  material 
while  traveling  through  Europe 


when  she  visited  her  son  who 
was  stationed  in  Germany.  She 
spent  the  time  talking  with  local 
people  and  learning  about  their 
culture  and  customs. 

Hyson's  love  for  writing 
began  when  she  was  a  child.  Her 
education  continued  after  grad- 
uation from  Leominster  High 
School  at  the  New  England  Con- 
servatory on  Saturdays.  There 
she  learned  piano  theory  while 
working  as  a  payroll  clerk.  Then 
she  attended  Colby  Sawyer  Col- 
lege, a  four  year  college  in  Lon- 
don, New  Hampshire.  When  she 
moved  to  Leominster,  she  en- 
rolled in  Fitchburg  State  night 
classes  and  is  presently  enrolled 
as  a  full-time  day  student. 

"When  my  husband  said  I 
should  go  to  school  instead  of 
work  full  time,  he  didn't  think 
going  to  school  would  be  45 
hours  a  week,"  she  said  with  a 
laugh. 

Hyson  also  chose  professional 
writing  as  a  career  so  that  she 
would  have  the  freedom  to 
travel  with  her  husband  who  is  a 
general  contractor  and  works  all 
over  New  England. 

Hyson  claims  she  would  have 
gone  to  school  earlier  if  it  was 
possible.  But  her  family  and 
home  came  first.  When  she 
speaks  of  career  and  family  she 
says,  "I  wouldn't  swap  one  for 
the  other.  There  is  a  time  for 
everything." 
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FSC  Student  Newspaper... 
Changes  Through  the  Years. 


by  Sharon  Lee  Gormley 

Staff  Writer 

Rummaging  through  the 
stacks  of  outdated  volumes  of 
the  college's  newspapers  re- 
veals that  the  majority  of  the 
subjects  that  students  write 
about  have  remained  the  same 
throughout  the  years.  Com- 
plaints about  the  way  police 
handle  college  parties,  on  cam- 
pus parking  problems,  and 
dorm  fire  drills  still  saturate  the 
pages  of  our  newspaper  and  pro- 
bably always  will. 

There  are,  of  course,  some 
significant  changes  that  have 
occurred.  For  instance,  it  is  only 
since  the  fall  of  1982  that  the 
newspaper  has  been  called  The 
Strobe.  Before  that  it  was  the 
Rhetoric,  and  before  that,  in 
1974  it  was  The  Cycle. 
Here  are  some  of  the  top  stories 
from  past  issues 

Twelve  Years  Ago 
December  5,  1973 


Dr.  Hammond,  President  of 
the  college,  was  asked  how  he 
felt  about  the  recent  survey  in 
which  147  out  of  200  students 
asked  "Do  you  know  who  this 
man  is?"  and  presented  with  his 
picture,  did  not  know  or 
answered  incorrectly. 

Popular  bands  were:  Black 
Oak  Arkansas,  J.  Giles  Band, 
Pink  Floyd,  and  Traffic. 

Suggestions  were  made  that 
the  college  give  final  exams 
before  Christmas  and  close  for 
the  month  of  January  in  an  ef- 
fort to  save  on  heat  costs. 

George  Bond  was  welcomed 
as  a  new  member  of  the  faculty. 

Ten  Years  Ago 
December  19,  1975 
Tony  Pepper,  a  WBZ 
Newscaster,  spoke  to  a  group  on 
campus.  The  subject  of  his  ad- 
dress was  "Source  Credibility" 
in  relation  to  the  media. 

FSC  won  the  Women's  State 
Volleyball  Championship. 


THE  PUB  officially  opened. 
It  was  merely  a  section  of  tables 
attractively  grouped  at  the  left 
of  the  Commuter's  Cafe.  Beer 
and  wine  were  served  Monday 
and  Thursday,  6pm  to  11pm, 
and  Friday  6pm  to  midnight. 

Nine  Years  Ago 
December  8,  1976 

Nearly  400  members  of  the 
college  community  were  vac- 
cinated against  Swine  Flu  in  the 
Campus  Center. 

The  closing  of  Herlihy  Hall 
was  halted.  Instead  it  was 
decided  to  make  necessary 
renovations  during  the  summer 
months. 

Dr.  Hook  and  the  James 
Montgomery  Band  appeared  at 
the  Wallace  Civic  Center. 

Four  Years  Ago   .  . 

December  10,  1981 

A  brawl  that  broke  out  at  the 

townhouses  two  weeks  earlier 

was  the  subject  of  debate.  Male 

members  of  this  college  battled 


against  some  visitors  from 
another  college  at  a  party,  cam- 
pus security  was  called,  and  the 
Fitchburg  Police  Department 
had  to  be  called  in  later  because 
the  crowd  could  not  be  handled. 
Many  people  were  assaulting 
the  Security  Officers.  Admin- 
istrators debated  the  possi- 
bility of  security  carrying 
weapons. 

The  Second  Annual  Fall 
Alumni  Telethon  was  held.  A 
total  of  $25,000  in  pledges  was 
raised. 

John  Lennon,  a  former  mem- 
ber of  the  Beatles,  was  killed. 

The  women's  volleyball  team 
made  the  state  championships 
and  finished  second  in  their  divi- 
sion. 

Three  Years  Ago .  .  . 

December  3,  1982 

Six  FSC  students  came  back 

from  Thanksgiving  break  and 

discovered    that   on   Saturday, 


November  27,  a  four-alarm  fire 
had  gutted  their  apartment  at 
84  Highland  Avenue. 

The  Class  of  1985  sponsored  a 
Tuition  Raffle.  The  grand  prize 
was  $422.50.  the  cost  of  Jan- 
uary's tuition  bill  that  year. 

Last  Year 
December  17,  1984 
The  recently  implemented 
check-point  system  in  the 
library  received  a  generally 
favorable  response  from  the  col- 
lege community.  The  process  of 
examining  bookbags  and  brief- 
cases upon  leaving  the  library 
began  in  an  effort  to  safeguard 
materials  and  eliminate  thefts. 

The  Newman  Association  re- 
ported that  $846.23  was  raised 
and  contributed  to  CROP  by 
DAKA.  The  money  was  attain- 
ed on  October  15th  when 
students  sacrificed  their 
cafeteria  meals  in  an  effort  to 
alleviate  the  problem  of  Global 
Hunger. 


STROBE  1986 
EDITORS 


1970:  Year  to  Remember 


Editor-in-Chief:  Thomas  Proulx. 
Tom  has  been  a  member  of  The 
Strobe  for  three  years.  He  has 
been  a  staff  writer,  Arts  and 
Entertainment  Editor,  and 
Managing  Editor.  He  is  a  junior 
Communications/Media  major 
specializing  in  technical  writing. 

Managing  Editors:  Noreen 
Casey.  Noreen  has  been  with 
The  Strobe  for  one  year.  She 
has  served  as  staff  writer  and 
Assistant  News  and  Features 
Editor.  She  is  a  junior  English 
major  specializing  in  profes- 
sional writing. 

James  G.  Salsman.  Jim  served 
as  the  new  Political  Editor  of 
The  Strobe  last  semester. 

News/Features  Editor:  Debra 
Donston.  Deb  served  as  Assis- 
tant Arts  and  Entertainment 
Editor  last  semester.  Deb  is  an 
English  major  specializing  in 
professional  writing. 

Assistant  News/Features 
Editor:  April  Page.  April  is  new 
this  year  to  The  Strobe  and  to 
FSC.  As  a  freshman  English 
major  specializing  in  profes- 
sional writing,  April  joined  The 
Strobe  as  a  staff  writer. 


Arts/Entertainment     Editor: 

Tim  Boutin.  Tim  has  been  a 
member  of  the  paper  for  over  a 
year.  He  has  served  as  a  staff 
writer  and  is  retaining  his  posi- 
tion as  Arts  and  Entertainment 
Editor.  Tim  is  a  junior  Com- 
munications/Media major  spec- 
ializing in  technical  writing. 

Co-Copy  Editor:  Kellie  A. 
Dauphinais.  Kellie  is  a  junior 
English  major  with  a  concentra- 
tion in  Professional  Writing. 
She  has  also  been  writing  and 
copy-editing  for  The  Strobe  for  a 
year. 

Assistant  Arts  Entertainment 
Editors:  Tina  Boucher.  Tina 
joined  The  Strobe  this  year  as  a 
staff  writer.  She  is  a  sophomore 
Communications/Media  stu- 
dent specializing  in  technical 
writing. 

Season  for  Santa 
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Public  Relations  Manager:  Ben 

Hampton.  Ben  is  also  new  this 
year  to  The  Strobe.  He  is  a 
sophomore  professional  writing 
English  major. 

Public    Relations    Co-Manager: 

Faith  Hills.  Faith  is  a  newcomer 
to  The  Strobe.  She  is  a  soph- 
omore professional  writing 
English  major.  Faith  has  work- 
ed on  the  FSC  Today  for  over  a 
year. 

Production  Manager:  Thomas 
Tremblay.  Tom  has  served  as 
Assistant  Production  Manager 
for  The  Strobe.  He  is  a  junior 
Communications/Media  major 
specializing  in  graphic  design. 

Business  Advertising  Manager: 

Ted  Leppzer.  Ted  is  a  business 
major  with  a  concentration  in 
marketing.  He  is  a  junior  and 
also  serves  as  account  super- 
visor for  business  labs. 


by  Meg  Eldridge 

Staff  Writer 

"They  were  extraordinary 
years,"  says  John  McGrail  re- 
membering 1970.  The  year 
brought  with  it  demonstrations, 
a  federal  court  case,  a  week  of 
cancelled  classes,  optional 
finals,  and  the  beginning  of  the 
All  College  Committee. 

"I  remember  taking  days  off 
to  discuss  issues  of  the  time- 
Cambodia,  Vietnam,  Kent 
State."  adds  McGrail.  Both 
McGrail  and  Joseph  Finkel, 
members  of  the  English  depart- 
ment then  and  now,  recall  dis- 
missing their  students  from 
class  so  they  could  go  out  and 
demonstrate. 

After  the  Kent  State  demon- 
stration in  which  four  students 
were  shot  and  killed,  Fitchburg 
State  College  administration 
cancelled  classes  along  with 
most  colleges  nationwide. 
According  to  Ed  Thomas,  a 
History  professor  at  FSC, 
classes    were    cancelled    for    a 


whole  week  in  April  of  1970. 
Discussion  groups,  workshops, 
and  demonstrations  became  the 
main  events.  "I  recall  reading 
anti-war  poetry  in  the  physics 
lab,"  says  McGrail. 

May  came  quickly  and  so  did 
finals.  Most  schools  nationwide 
cancelled  finals  altogether. 
After  the  Kent  State  riot  some 
of  the  bigger  schools  closed 
down  altogether.  FSC  decided 
to  have  finals  but  according  to 
Thomas,  most  teachers  made 
their  finals  optional.  Out  of  140 
students,  13  took  Thomas's 
history  final. 

On  May  1,  1970  Lawrence 
Quigley,  an  English  professor 
then  Executive  Vice-President, 
was  the  keynote  speaker  at  a 
meeting  entitled  "Student 
Rights  and  Responsibilities." 
According  to  Quigley,  govern- 
ance was  the  key  issue.  As  a 
result  of  Quigley  s  desire  to  see 
faculty  and  students  have  input 
in  policy-making  on  campus,  he 
initiated  the  All  College  Senate 
which  still  exists  today  as  the 
All  College  Committee  (ACC). 
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Big  Man  On  Campus 

states,  and  the  Clauses  hope 
that  soon  they'll  be  nationwide. 
"Maybe  someday  we'll  expand 
internationally,"  says  Claus, 
"but  right  now  I'm  worried 
about  this  great  spot  in  Ft. 
Lauderdale." 

The  man  with  the  jelly  belly 
and  rosy  cheeks  enjoys  his  job 
as  the  deliverer  of  Christmas 
joy,  but  claims  he  is  about  ready 
for  retirement.  "I'm  working 
with  several  laboratories  on  a 


Photo  by  Jim  Marabello 

'Santa  Clone,'  says  Claus.  "The 
technology  is  all  there,  it's  just 
a  matter  of  perfecting  it  and 
putting  it  all  together  until  I  am 
satisfied  with  it.  Then  I  can 
retire  knowing  the  tradition  can 
continue  the  way  it  is  supposed 
to."  But  retirement  from  the 
once  a  year  journey  is  still  far 
off.  "Predictions  are  that  the 
production  on  the  'SC-1'  won't 
even  go  into  effect  until  at  least 
1990,  so  I  still  have  a  good 
number  of  trips  ahead  of  me." 


Many  parents  are  concerned 
with  the  violence  contained  in  a 
lot  of  the  toys  on  the  market.  I 
asked  Claus  about  his  opinion 
on  the  issue  to  which  he  replied, 

"I  feel  that  the  toys  are  chang- 
ing with  the  times.  Right  now 
children  are  more  influenced  by 
what  they  see  on  television.  The 
toys  that  are  the  most  popular 
are  the  ones  that  follow  t.v. 
shows  like  the  "A-team"  and 
cartoons  like  the  "Trans- 
formers". The  demand  for  the 
replicas  of  shows  and  even 
movies  like  the  "Star  Wars" 
sagas  have  to  be  met.  It's  the 
public's  demand.  I  personally 
think  there's  just  too  much 
violence  on  t.v.  and  movies. 
There's  enough  existing  already 
in  real  life,  we  don't  need  to 
make  up  any  more." 


After  a  delicious  meal  of  Saint 
Nick's  own  baked  lasagna,  the 
matter  at  hand  was  brought  up. 
How's  the  Christmas  rush  go- 
ing? Claus  informed  me  that  the 
North  Pole  operation  is  super- 
vised and  operated  by  the  ex- 
perience of  his  head  elf  Herbie. 
"Herbie  is  a  good  man,"  com- 


pliments Santa.  "He  works 
hard  and  gets  the  orders 
through.  I  m  lucky  to  have  hyn 
on  my  team." 


"With  2000  workers  on  staff 
it  seems  I  have  to  be  everywhere 
at  once,"  says  the  head  elf,  "but 
somehow  I  manage.  I  have  a 
really  good  crew  helping  me  and 
the  workers  themselves  are 
great." 

However  it's  managed,  each 
Christmas  all  the  orders  put  in 
that  are  approved  are  filled  and 
delivered.  "We  have  a  strong 
union.  We  have  to  with  the  time 
we  pu  t  in  sometimes, ' '  says  Her- 
bie. "Santa's  a  relatively  easy- 
going guy  when  it  comes  to  of- 
ficial things  like  wages  and 
vacation  time.  Our  last  contract 
states  that  we  have  a  six  day 
work  week  with  various  days  off 
and  a  week's  free  vacation  in 
Miami  with  the  Clauses  for 
every  year  working  at  the  shop. 
That's  the  part  I  like.  We  stay 
with  Santa  and  the  Mrs.  and  get 
our  meals  from  Saint  Nick's 
free.  Everything  else  we  have  to 
pay  for,  of  course." 
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COMMENTARY 


The  Suitcase  College 


by  Jane  Mangiacotti 

Traditionally  Saturday  night 
has  always  been  "Party  Night." 
It  is  a  time  to  relax  and  have  fun 
after  a  rough  week,  unless  you 
are  a  college  student  at  Fitch- 
burg  State.  Students  of  FSC 
have  found  the  surroundings  of 
our  school  do  not  offer  much  by 
way  of  entertainment. 

Now  more  than  ever  Fitch- 
burg  State  College  is  regarded 
as  a  "suitcase  college."  This 
nickname  derives  from  the  fact 
that  students  pack  their  bags 
and  take-off  immediately  after 
(if  not  before)  their  last  class  on 
Friday.  These  students  do  not 
return  until  as  late  as  possible. 
Students  of  Fitchburg  head 
home  or  to  other  schools  to  seek 
fun. 


Why?  Because  there  is  vir- 
tually no  place  to  go  in  Fitch- 
burg on  a  weekend  night.  Due  to 
strict  alcohol  policies  on  campus 
most  people  turn  to  off  campus 
locations  to  socialize.  The  prob- 
lem is  there  is  nowhere  to  go  off 
campus,  especially  for  those 
who  are  under  age. 


Off-campus  house  parties  are 
practically  non-existent 
because  of  the  recent  crackdown 
on  college  parties.  "People  are 
afraid  to  have  big  parties 
because  of  the  consequences," 
says  senior  Arlene  Mahoney. 
"If  people  do  have  parties  they 
are  small  gatherings  and  there 
is  no  opportunity  to  meet  new 
people,"  adds  senior  Michelle 
DeSimone. 


ARTIST,  GRAPHIC  &  DRAFTING 
MATERIALS 

10%  STUDENT  DISCOUNT 


nnoVationss-> 


540  JOHN   FITCH   HWY.,  FITCHBURG,   MA  01420     (617)342-1984 


REWARD  Free  Trip  to  Daytona  PLUS  commis- 
sion money.  Wanted  organized  group  or  individual 
to  promote  the  #1  Spring  Break  Trip  to  Daytona. 
If  interested,  call  1-800-453-9074  immediately! 


Aside  from  the  fact  that  there 
are  not  off-campus  parties, 
there  are  no  clubs  and  very  few 
bars  to  choose  from.  This  is  not 
to  say  that  a  person  has  to  drink 
to  have  fun;  but,  bars  and  clubs 
are  usually  great  places  to  meet 
people,  dance  and  just  basically 
have  a  good  time. 

Granted,  the  main  reason  we 
are  here  is  academia;  however,  a 
social  life  is  also  important.  Col- 
lege is  both  a  learning  and  a  liv- 
ing experience.  Many  students 
at  Fitchburg  feel  they  are  being 
cheated. 

Students'  disappointment 
has  led  to  a  lack  of  school  spirit. 
If  students  enjoyed  the  social 
aspect  of  their  school  they 
would  probably  have  a  better  at- 
titude and  this  would  be  a  good 
reflection  on  FSC. 


My  Bermuda  Tote  Bag 
Needs  a  Vacation 


by  Lisa  Paine 

Staff  Writer 

Yesterday  my  red  Bermuda 
school  bag  sat  wheezing  on  the 
front  seat  of  my  car.  I  could  see 
the  sides  expanding  and  con- 
tracting, aching  from  its 
weighty  subject  matter.  When- 
ever I  hit  a  bump,  it  would 
cough  out  an  old  gum  wrapper 
or  a  notice  for  a  meeting  held  in 
September. 

Time  to  give  the  old  bag  a 


temporary  reprieve.  Perhaps 
I'll  even  wash  it;  it's  about  time 
I  get  rid  of  that  sickly  banana 
smell  from  the  time  I  left  my 
lunch  in  it  over  the  weekend. 

There  was  an  egg  salad  sand- 
wich in  there,  too. 

For  a  solid  month  I  11  give  my 
canvas  tote  a  daily  lift  by  keep- 
ing it  completely  still.  That 
way,  it  can  relax  and  reserve  its 
strength  for  its  next  marathon 
course:  Spring  Semester  '86. 


A  FaSCinating  Gift. 


Just  For  The 
Record 

Last  Issue 


In  the  editorial  entitled,  "Afraid 
of  AIDS"by  Jayne  M.  Hines 
(Auto  Immune  Deficiency)  should 
be  written  (Aquired  Immune 
Deficiency). 


Media  Board  Returns 

The  media  of  FSC  can  always 
use  improvement.  A  Media 
Board  meeting  was  held  on  Nov. 
14  to  discuss  WXPL  and  The 
Strobe.  The  meeting  took  the 
form  of  a  round  table  discus- 
sion, in  which  faculty  and 
students  expressed  their  criti- 
cisms, complaints,  and  com- 
ments. 

Some  useful  and  constructive 
ideas  came  from  the  meeting, 
which  is  open  to  anyone  who  is 
interested.  The  next  Media 
Board  meeting  will  be  an- 
nounced in  The  Strobe. 


by  Lisa  Paine 

Staff  Writer 

Unique  toys  and  intricate 
games  or  gadgets  often  glut  the 
holiday  consumer  market. 

Although  Cabbage  Patch 
Kids  did  nothing  to  stimulate 
the  minds  of  either  children  or 
adults,  except  perhaps  in  an  at- 
tempt to  reason  why  they  were 
so  popular,  or  what  exactly  they 
have  to  do  with  cabbage  pat- 
ches, they  must  be  considered  a 
fluke,  based  on  their  once 
relative  scarcity. 

The  really  innovative  games 
and  toys  are  what  should  be 
commended.  Hand-held  com- 
puter games,  Rubick's  Cube, 
Transformers  and  Trivial  Pur- 
suit have  all  enjoyed  their  holi- 
day "Hey!"  days. 

This  year,  however,  a  new 
mind-bender  to  give  to  friends 
and  relatives  at  an  unbelievably 
low  cost  to  you,  and  sure  to 
make  a  hit,  has  made  its 
dramatic  debut  on  Fitchburg 
State  College  campus.  Roll  it, 
fold  it,  and  wrap  it  with  care;  the 
new  FSC  finals  schedule*  will 
keep  precocious  kids  and  inquir- 
ing adult  minds  enraptured  for 


hours  at  a  time— a  gift  sure  to  be 
remembered. 

*Not  recommended  for  child- 
ren under  ten. 

Commercial  for  Finals 

(The   background   beat   is    the 
steady    pound    of    a    nervous 
heart...). 
'Flash! 
(camera  moves  in  on:) 

a  sweaty  palm... 

a  pulsating  vein  in  the 

temple... 

a  fist  gripping  a  dangerous 

weapon. 
Flash! 

a  twinkling  eye... 

a  sparkle  of  teeth  in  a  wry 

smile... 

and, ...another  deadly  weapon. 
Flash  of  words  across  the  screen: 

"SUICICE,    HOMOCIDE- 

COMBINED!" 
The  grimace  imparts  a  booming 
voice: 

"You  may  now  begin." 
"Finals 

A  Failure  Films  Presentation, 

Coming  soon  to  a  classroom 
near  you." 

by  Lisa  Paine 


ATTENTION  BSN 
CLASS  OF  1986 


Why  wait  to  start  your  nursing  career?  The  Air  Force  has  a  special  program  for 
1986  BSN's.  If  selected,  you  can  enter  Air  Force  active  duty  soon  after  graduation- 
without  waiting  for  the  results  of  your  State  Boards. 

To  apply,  you  must  have  an  overall  "B"  average  and  meet  other  basic  officer  entry 
requirements. 

As  a  newly  commissioned  nurse,  you'll  attend  a  five-month  internship  at  a  major 
Air  Force  medical  facility.  It's  an  excellent  way  to  prepare  for  the  wide  range  of  ex- 
periences you'll  have  serving  your  country  as  an  Air  Force  nurse  professional.  For 
more  information,  contact: 


SSgt  Tom  Murphy 
1550  Main  Street 

Box     40 
Springfield,  MA 

or  Call  (413)  785-0191 


Page  8 


EDITORIALS 

The  Strobe  encourages  all    readers    to    express  their   opinions    on   any  issue. 


Is  There  Anybody  Out  There?. 


by  Thomas  M.  Tremblay 

Each  day  we  are  bombarded 
by  new  music  and  musical 
groups  over  the  airwaves  of 
WXPL.  Sure,  there  may  be  a 
song  or  two  during  a  given  hour 
that's  familiar,  or  a  show  that 
plays  the  hits  (Friday  mornings 
8  to  10),  but  for  the  most  part 
the  music  is  unfamiliar. 

If  you  get  the  occasion  to  go 
up  to  WXPL's  office,  take  a  look 
at  the  programming  clock  on 
the  wall  found  in  the  air  studio. 
This  clock  specifically  tells  a 
disk-jockey  where  to  get  the 
music  to  be  played  during  that 
time  spot. 

Sound  confusing?  Well  it  real- 
ly isn't.  There  are  three  record 
'bins'  labeled  'light,'  'medium,' 
and  'heavy.'  These  key  words 
signify  how  much  airplay  a  par- 
ticular category  will  get.  Once 
you've  established  this,  look  at 
the  type  of  music  found  in  these 
bins.  I'd  defy  anyone  not 
associated  with  the  radio  sta- 
tion to  recognize  more  than  five 
selections  from  these  bins.  I'm 
not  saying  that  all  of  the  music 
is  pre-planned  for  the  d.j.  The 


d.j.  is  allowed  to  play  anything 
from  these  bins  and  there  is 
usually  some  time  left  over  that 
is  not  specified  in  programming 
where  the  jock  can  play 
anything  (requests  or  personal 
selections). 

As  a  current  member  of  WX- 
PL, I  would  like  to  briefly  ex- 
plain the  purpose  of  FSC's  radio 
station  as  well  as  college  radio 
in  general.  I  should  also  point 
out  at  the  onset  of  this  editorial 
that  I  am  in  no  position  to 
govern  what  type  of  programm- 
ing is  broadcast.  I  feel  that  in 
the  short  time  that  WXPL  has 
been  broadcasting  FM  (four 
months)  it  has  experienced  a  lot 
of  immaturity  as  far  as  a  radio 
station  is  concerned.  I'm  not 
saying  it's  anyone's  fault,  I 
realize  that  it  may  take  critical 
and  difficult  decisions  to  con- 
vert a  cable-radio  operation 
(WXPL,  formally  WFRC  served 
the  Hammond  Building  ex- 
clusively) to  an  educational  FM 
broadcasting  service.  In  my 
opinion  the  hierarchy  of  WXPL 
is  programming  in  their  own  in- 
terest instead  of  the  interest  of 
the  student  body,  faculty  and 
community. 


It  can  be  idealistically  stated 
that  the  purpose  of  college  radio 
is  to  expose  the  public  to  new 
groups  and  alternatives  to 
album-oriented  rock  (AOR) 
radio  stations.  I  say  idealisti- 
cally because  if  there  is  no  au- 
dience, who  then  is  exposed  to 
this  alternative  programming? 
This  is  where  WXPL's  prob- 
lems begin. 

There  may  be  a  special  block 
of  two  hours  on  a  given  day  that 
they  will  play  the  music  that  the 
students  want  to  hear,  but  other 
than  that,  XPL's  programming 
sticks  to  their  unique  (to  this 
area)  format.  The  main  problem 
is  that  WXPL  has  lost  much  of 
its  audience  during  their  "nor- 
mal" programming.  When  the 
program  that  the  students  may 
want  to  hear  is  on,  their  radio  is 
tuned  to  some  other  station. 

The  type  of  programming 
that  is  currently  being  aired  on 
91.3  FM  is  better  suited  for 
Boston  (Kenmore  Square)  or 
some  other  city  where  there  is  a 
population  that  will  enjoy  that 
type  of  music.  Here  in  Fitch- 
burg,  where  the  number  one  re- 
quest  is   bound   to   be   Bruce 


"On  Hating  the  Russians". 


by  Bruce  McSheehy 

Library  Program  Area 

Hating  the  Russians  is  our  na- 
tional past-time,  second  only  to 
football.  James  Salsman  of  The 
Strobe  is  one  of  the  players.  It  is 
a  deadly  game  with  horrendous 
consequences— the  complete 
destruction  of  our  planet.  Mr. 
Salsman  protests  that  he  does 
not  want  war;  but  the  hate  he 
engenders  toward  the  Soviet 
people  creates  the  conditions  for 
war. 

In  characterizing  the  Soviets 
as  evil  and  the  United  States  as 
the  good  guys,  Mr.  Salsman 
leaves  absolutely  no  room  for 
negotiation  or  compromise,  de- 
nying that  both  nations  have  a 
mutual  interest  in  preventing 
nuclear  war. 


Mr.  Salsman  diligently  lists 
the  transgressions  of  the  Soviet 
Union.  Blinded  by  his  self- 
righteous  ideology,  he  is  unable 
to  see  that  neither  of  us  has 
clean  hands.  No  one  country  has 
a  monopoly  on  stupidity,  greed 
or  hatred.  Witness  our  recent 
transgression  against  the  Viet- 
namese people,  our  assault  on 
the  small  nation  of  Grenada, 
and  our  continuing  war  against 
the  people  in  Nicaragua. 

Mr.  Salsman  has  no  interest 
in  creating  a  world  free  from  the 
threat  of  nuclear  war— a  world 
in  which  both  Americans  and 
Soviets  can  live  together  in 
relative  harmony.  Mr. 
Salsman  s  sole  preoccupation  is 
hating  the  Russians. 


Not  too  long  ago,  we  hated  the 
Germans  and  the  Japanese. 
Once,  we  even  had  hostile  rela- 
tions with  China.  Now,  all  three 
nations  have  cordial  relations 
with  us  and  the  world  is  a  better 
place  for  these  rapprochements. 

The  issues  between  the  Soviet 
Union  and  the  United  States  are 
real  and  cannot  be  ignored.  The 
problems  are  compounded  by  an 
irrational  hatred  fueled  by 
political  ideologues  such  as  Mr. 
Salsman.  Unlike  football 
games,  as  violent  as  they  may 
be,  there  are  no  winners  in  a 
nuclear  war.  It  is  time  for  Mr. 
Salsman  and  the  other  players, 
the  merchants  of  hate,  to  leave 
the  field  to  the  peacemakers. 
The  game  has  to  stop.  Before 
the  killing  begins. 


Those  Girls  Want  to  Party 
All  the  Time 


by  Kimberly  A.  Beck 

Staff  Writer 

What  are  sororities  and 
fraternities  contributing  to  our 
society?  With  conflicts  between 
FSC  and  the  Fitchburg  com- 
munity we  have  definite  goals 
to  reach  and  problems  to  solve. 
So  what  we  need  in  today's 
society  is  less  passivists  and 
more  activists.  This  is  where 
social  organizations,  such  as 
fraternities  and  sororities  can 
help. 

A  fraternal  society  is 
"organized  for  the  pursuit  of 
some  common  object  by  work- 
ing together  in  brotherly 
union."  Is  it  not?  But,  I  ask, 
working  together  for  what? 
Having  parties  to  make  money 
and  spend  it  on  "cartoon  keg" 
parties    or    "semi-formals?" 


Sometimes  it  seems  this  way. 
I'll  always  remember,  as  others 
do,  the  time  the  "Esoteric 
society"  donated  $3000  to  the 
Newman  Center  for  a  cross.  And 
the  time  the  "Fenwicks"  and 
"Neasylons"  got  together 
before  Christmas  to  brighten  up 
some  lonely  faces  at  the  elderly 
home,  by  contributing  their 
time  and  cheery  voices  to  "Wish 
Them  a  Merry  Christmas." 
"There  are  those  who  give 
with  joy,  and  that  joy  is  their 
reward.  " 

Kahlil  Gibran,  The  Prophet 

As  a  graduating  senior  and  in- 
active member  of  the  Neasylon 
society,  I  realize  the  importance 
of  leaving  your  mark.  Whether 
it  be  involving  yourself  in  a  cam- 
pus organization,  setting  a 
precedence,    or    developing    a 


solid  rapport  with  one  of  the 
professors  on  campus. 

Looking  back  at  my  days  with 
the  Neasylons  I  can  surely  say  I 
had  a  hell  of  a  time  and  made  a 
lot  of  friends  and  a  few  very 
close  friends.  I  was  so  proud  to 
be  a  Neasylon  because  we  made 
the  most  money  at  Franklin's 
Lounge.  From  this  we  were  able 
to  spend  '84  Spring  break  in 
Daytona  on  club  funds.  Lying 
on  the  beach,  sipping  "Bahama 
Mamas"  in  the  hot  sun  I  looked 
over  to  my  "sister"  and  said,  "I 
wonder  what,  the  poor  people 
are  doing."  "Who  cares?"  We 
sure  didn't. 

"All  you  have  shall  some  day 
be  given;  Therefore  give  now, 
that  the  season  of  giving  may 
be  yours  and  not  your  inher- 
itors'. "  also  Gibran 


Springsteen,  people  need  the 
chance  to  hear  some  of  the 
music  they're  accustomed 
to— not  nonstop  new.  I'm  not 
saying  play  this  type  of  music 
100%  of  the  time— maybe  a  mix 
of  50-50  or  60-40,  anything  to 
keep  the  listenership. 

College  radio  is  a  proving 
ground  for  music  and  bands. 
There  are  a  number  of  trade 
publications  that  publish  col- 
lege playlists  (WXPL  subscribes 
to  The  College  Media  Journal, 
for  instance),  and  commercial 
stations  (WBCN,  WAAF,  etc.) 
look  to  these  lists  as  a  guide  for 
what  they  should  play.  A  com- 
mercial radio  station  would 
never  receive  a  new  album  by  a 
new  artist  and  play  it.  However, 
if  this  new  artist  has  been  on  the 


college  radio  top  40  for  a 
number  of  weeks,  only  then  will 
it  be  considered  for  airplay. 

As  an  example,  in  1982  when  I 
first  came  to  FSC,  I  was  elected 
to  the  position  of  Music  Direc- 
tor of  WFRC.  In  November  of 
that  year  I  had  picked  a  "Music 
Director's  Song  of  the  Week" 
called  Come  on  Eileen  by 
Dexy's  Midnight  Runners.  In 
April  of  the  following  year,  it 
was  played  as  Charles  La- 
quidara's  Big  Mattress  Song  of 
the  Week  on  WBCN.  It  took 
five  months  for  that  song  to 
make  the  transition  from  col- 
lege to  commercial  radio. 
Although  Laquidara's  selec- 
tions   for    this    segment    are 
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by  James  G.  Salsman 

America  is  at  war  in  the  world 
today.  The  enemy  claiming  the 
lives  of  our  citizens  abroad  is 
not  one  country,  or  one  group; 
America  is  being  victimized  by 
the  scourge  of  international  ter- 
rorism. In  seeking  to  halt  this 
evil  it  is  necessary  to  identify  its 
cause  as  well  as  make  plans  to 
protect  ourselves  from  it. 

Terrorism  results  from  the  ac- 
ceptance of  collectivism  by  the 
various  violent  groups  insane 
enough  to  practice  it.  Collec- 
tivism is  the  doctrine  which 
states  that  the  individual  is  of 
value  only  to  the  extent  that  he 
can  be  sacrificed  to  the  needs  of 
the  group.  This  is  the  doctrine 
which  terrorists  carry  to  its 
logical  conclusion. 

Note  that  no  group  has  ever 
practiced  acts  of  terrorism  to 
promote  individual  rights  or 
freedom.  Terrorists  always 
sacrifice  the  lives  of  their  in- 
dividual victims  to  the  cause  of 
the  collective,  whether  it  be  a 


religious  sect,  ethnic  group,  or 
national  goal. 

Terrorism  can  only  rise  to 
prominence  where  collectivism 
is  widely  accepted  as  a  moral 
ideal  or  virtue.  One  need  only 
look  to  its  prevalence  among  the 
religious  fanatics  in  the  Middle 
East  or  among  the  far-left,  com- 
munist Red  Brigades  in  Europe. 
Where  collectivism  is  not  ac- 
cepted as  a  virtue,  terrorism 
does  not  enjoy  popular  support. 
Witness  the  extent  of  terrorist 
acts  within  the  United  States; 
they  are  few  and  far  between. 

The  terrorists'  adherence  to 
collectivism  is  what  has  led  to 
their  repeated  attempts  to 
sacrifice  their  innocent  victims 
to  their  professed  goals.  Ter- 
rorists proudly  proclaim  thier 
right  to  terrorize  and  murder  in- 
dividuals for  the  sake  of  the 
"cause,"  whether  it  be  for  the 
Palestinians,  a  Muslim  sect,  or 
the  proletariat. 

The  terrorists  who  believe 
they  can  lay  rightful  claim  to  in- 


nocent lives  are  nothing  more 
than  modern  day  barbarians. 
No  group  can  claim  a  cause  to  be 
righteous  if  it  can  only  prevail 
at  the  point  of  a  gun. 

Terrorists  have  no  respect  for 
human  life.  As  such,  they 
should  never  be  either  nego- 
tiated with  or  compromised 
to  at  all.  Our  past  practice 
of  bargaining  with  the  Iranian 
criminals  during  that  hostage 
crisis  was  a  shameful  and 
grievous  error  that  should  never 
be  repeated. 

Serious  security  measures 
should  be  taken  to  protect 
American  diplomatic  personnel 
overseas,  and  the  use  of  military 
force  to  save  the  lives  of  our 
citizens  held  captive  abroad 
shoud  be  a  primary  considera- 
tion and  not  a  declared  last 
resort.  Neither  of  these  is  the 
current  policy  of  our  national 
government;  they  should  be.  We 
can  demand  no  greater  service 
of  our  government  than  that  it 
protect  our  lives  and  well  being. 


Electoral  College. 


by  Marilyn  Hyson 

Staff  Writer 

The  free  and  non-free  world 
must  laugh  at  our  "democracy" 
that  allows  very  few  people  to 
cast  a  ballot  for  the  President  of 
our  nation. 

Even  though  we  register  to 
vote,  we  cannot  directly  vote  for 
President.  Only  electors  have 
the  right  to  travel  to  one  point 
in  the  state  to  make  an  actual 
vote  for  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  days  when  the  constitu- 
tion was  framed,  in  contrast  to 
our  generation,  the  population 
at  large  was  poorly  educated, 
communication  was  slow  and 
the  modes  of  travel  were  cum- 
bersome. Therefore  the  framers 


of  the  constitution  may  have 
been  justified  in  establishing  an 
electoral  college.  But  why  do  we 
keep  it?  Are  we  stupid  to  allow 
ourselves  to  be  consistantly 
manipulated  by  political 
machines? 

Our  vote,  unless  we  vote  for 
the  major  party  of  our  state, 
seldom  ever  counts  because  no 
elector  casts  a  ballot  for  the 
minority  portion  of  the  state 
vote.  The  only  rational  solution 
other  than  changing  the  con- 
stitution is  moving  to  a  state 
that  usually  votes  our  party 
preference. 

There  are  traditional  and 
political  barriers  to  be  overcome 
in  order  to  abolish  the  electoral 
college;  but  technically  it  can  be 
done.  College  students  have  the 


resources,  the  time  and  the 
energy  to  make  the  difference. 
Political  science  majors  in  col- 
leges and  universities  in  the 
country  could  engineer  a  plan  to 
get  the  issue  to  congress  and  the 
public.  Students  with  relevant 
majors  could  use  their  resources 
in  communications,  and 
graphics  could  assist  them  in 
their  efforts  while  simultan- 
eously earning  college  credits. 


Do  you  want  to  vote  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  in  the 
future?  Do  you  want  your  fam- 
ilies to  be  able  to  vote  for  Presi- 
dent? If  you  do,  then  act  now. 
Make  a  difference  by  bringing 
actual  democracy  to  the  United 
States  and  contact  your  friends 
in  other  colleges  to  do  the  same. 
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The  plight  and  agony  of  ter- 
rorism's innocent  victims  is 
agonizing  indeed.  However, 
concentrating  primarily  on  this 
horror  is  granting  the  terrorists 
the  very  psychological  advan- 
tage they  initially  sought. 
Vigorous  and  immediate  action 
against  terrorists  and  their 
bases  can  save  us  the  agony  of 
having  to  deal  with  future  hi- 
jackings and  ultimatums.  Our 
Central  Intelligence  Agency 
proved  itself  effective  during 
this  fall's  Achille  Lauro  inci- 
dent. Its  potential  in  this  area 
should  be  exploited  further  in 
the  future,  and  we  should 
graciously  provide  that  agency 
with  the  financial  and  technical 
resources  necessary  to  get  the 
job  done. 

The  deadly  menace  of  ter- 
rorism will  not  cease  until  its  ad- 
vocates drop  their  collectivist  ir- 
rationality which  dictates  that 
any  innocent  individual  can  be 
sacrificed  legitimately  for  the 
goal  of  any  group  at  any  time. 


This  is  the  cause  of  terrorism.  If 
it  were  not,  no  group  could 
possibly  express  its  right  to  use 
innocent  individuals  as  pawns 
for  political  pull  and  still  hope  to 
gain  support  for  their  cause. 
Collectivism  is  the  moral  base  of 
terrorism  for  so  long  as  the 
supremacy  of  a  collective  goal 
over  the  rights  of  the  individual 
is  morally  acceptable,  there  will 
always  be  the  demented  few 
waiting  in  the  wings  to  uphold 
this  ideal  with  brute  force. 

In  the  face  of  the  present  ter- 
rorist onslaught,  America 
should  not  apologize  for  its 
ideals  in  order  to  appease  the 
murderers.  Unwarranted  moral 
guilt  will  repel  no  aggressor. 
America's  original  foundation 
of  individual  rights  is  the  only 
defense  against  the  terrorist's 
collectivist  rationalization.  We 
should  seek  to  promote  and  de- 
fend that  system  of  individual 
rights  as  it  is  the  only  logical 
alternative  to  the  justification 
for  the  terrorists'  warfare. 


No  Propaganda  in 
G-Lobby 


by  Thomas  Proulx 

Staff  Writer 

On  my  way  to  class  recently,  I 
was  handed  a  copy  of  the  New 
Testament  by  an  elderly  man. 
He  was  very  polite  and  didn't 
try  to  convert  me,  but  some- 
thing bothered  me  as  I  walked 
off.  I'm  not  against  religion,  but 
who  let  these  Bible-pushers  into 
G-lobby?  I  find  it  disturbing  to 
see    religious    literature    being 


distributed  in  a  state  institu- 
tion. What's  stopping  the 
Moonies  or  Hare  Krishnas  from 
standing  in  G-lobby  and  distri- 
buting their  literature? 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  a 
clear  violation  of  the  principle  of 
separation  between  church  and 
state.  Later,  I  noticed  that  the 
gentlemen  had  left.  I  hope  it 
was  because  someone  asked 
them  to  leave,  and  not  because 
they  were  out  of  Bibles. 


Comments 


If  you  have  any  ideas  or  suggestions  concerning  upcoming 
issues  of  The  Strobe,  please  drop  a  letter  in  the  Editor's 
mailbox  or  stop  down  the  office  sometime  during  the  day. 
(The  Strobe  office  is  located  on  the  bottom  floor  of  the  Ham- 
mond building). 


WPL 


EVEN  STRAIGHT  A'S  CAN'T 
HELP  IF  YOU  FLUNK  TUITION. 


Today,    the  toughest  thing  about  going 
college  is  finding  the  money  to  pay  lot  it. 

But  Army  ROTC  can  help   —   two 
ways ! 

First,    you   can   apply   for   an    Army 
ROTC    scholarship.     It    covers    tuition. 
an  allowance  for  books  and  supplies, 
and     pays     you     up     to     $  l  ,000 
each  school  year  it's  in  effect. 

But  even  if  you're  not  a  scholar- 
ship recipient,   ROTC  can  still 
help    with    financial    assistance 
—  up  to  $  1 ,000  a  year  for 
your  last   two  years  in  the 
program.  ^ — \ 

<§) 

FOR  INFORMATION 
CALL  COLLECT 

342-3190 

ARMY  ROTC. 
BEALLYOUCANBE. 
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LETTERS 


by  John  G.  LaVallee 

"Nothing  will  come  of 
nothing" 

(King  Lear  I:i,  90) 

This  article  is  in  reference  to 
Mr.  Salsman's  article  "False 
Hope  for  Peace."  I  agree  that 
Soviet  aggression  has  gone  too 
far,  but  so  has  American  sup- 
port of  young  boys  killing  other 
young  boys  in  Latin  America- 
all  in  the  name  of  freedom. 
These  issues  were  not  the  major 
points  of  discussion  at  the 
Geneva  Talks.  The  talks  were 
supposed  to  focus  on  reducing 
the  production  of,  and  also  ex- 
isting nuclear  weapons  (which, 
in  case  anyone  would  need  to  be 
reminded,    could    destroy    the 


world).  However,  not  much  hap- 
pened other  than  handshakes, 
an  agreement  to  meet  once  a 
year,  and  comments  about  the 
wives  of  the  "superpower" 
leaders.  What  should  be  done? 
It  appears  that  Mr.  Salsman 
doesn't  think  that  diplomacy  is 
the  answer.  I  just  might  have  a 

solution  that  requires  a 
minimum  of  diplomacy,  a  lot  of 
technology,  and  very  little  in- 
telligence to  understand  (all  of 
which  are  amiable  to  the  sym- 
pathizers of  the  Reagan  regime). 
My  plan  is  called  Total  World 
Annihilation  (TWA).  It  calls  for 
each  superpower  to  possess 
only  one  bomb,  controlled  by 
the  central  government,  .capable 


of  destroying  the  entire  planet. 
It  wouldn't  really  matter  where 
in  the  world  these  bombs  are 
placed,  but  just  to  make  a  sport 
of  it,  the  United  States  would 
place  their  bomb  in  the  Soviet 
Union  and  vice-versa.  This 
would  enable  the  aggressor  to 
enjoy  an  extra  milli-second  of 
life. 

Critics  of  TWA  might  say  it's 
somewhat     radical,     but     I 

challenge  someone  to  come  up 
with  a  comparable  plan  that 
doesn't  involve  too  much  in  the 
way  of  negotiations  or  thought. 
I  don't  see  why  anyone  would 
object  to  this  plan,  as  it  would 
benefit    almost    everyone;    it 


would  eliminate  conventional 
war  altogether,  so  we  would  not 
need  an  army.  It  would  stop  the 
arms  race  which  would  leave 
more  money  for  the  liberal 
democrats,  so  they  might  spend 
it  on  poor  land  underprivileged 
people.  It  would  also  allow  more 
time  for  high-tech  industry  to 
work  on  more  important  things 
like  three-dimensional,  quadro- 
phonic, perfect-hue  television. 
Most  importantly,  it  would  stop 
Soviet  aggression  through  fear 
of  destruction. 


These  are  only  some  of  the 
many  advantages  of  TWA,  but 
skeptics  might  still  ask  what 
will  happen  if  the  President  gets 
upset  with  the  Soviets  and  des- 
troys everything?  My  answer  is 
that  no  person  in  his  right  mind 
would  destroy  the  world  unless 
that  person  confuses  Armaged- 
don, "Star  Wars"  (the  movie), 
and  reality.  The  end  could  be 
sooner  than  we  know. 


Anybody  Out  There?. 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to 
James  G.  Salsman's  rather  ab- 
surd letter  entitled  "Fellow 
Students  Beware,"  (Nov.  18, 
1985).  He  apparently  has  been 
watching  too  many  episodes  of 
Miami  Vice.  His  letter  makes  it 
seem  as  if  the  entire  population 
of  Fitchburg  must  crouch 
behind  double  bolted  doors  at 
night,  praying  to  make  it  until 
morning  without  being  mugged, 
terrorized,  etc.  from  the  horren- 
dous criminals  stalking  the  city 
streets. 

I  would  expect  more  crime  in 
a  college  neighborhood  setting 
which  consists  of  a  transient 
population,  a  dense  population. 
a  younger  population  that  likes 
flashy  cars,  stereos,  etc.  and  a 
population  that  likes  the  night 
life  of  parties,  bars,  cruising  and 
/or  pick-ups. 

James  G.  Salsman's  letter  is 
so  typical  of  the  press  our  law 
enforcement  gets  these  days.  I 
don't  mean  just  his  written  at- 
tack on  the  Fitchburg  P.D.,  but 
what  lots  of  police  departments 
around  the  country  have  to  deal 
with. 

Let's  forget  about  the  fact 
that  police  officers  put  their 
lives  on  the  line  every  day,  con- 
front individuals  who  think 
nothing  of  putting  a  bullet  in 
their  gut  (remember  what  hap- 
pened in  Springfield  last  week?), 
bust  serious  drug  offenders, 
track  down  and  arrest  rape 
suspects  and  child  molesters 
and  the  list  goes  on.  Let's  forget 
all  of  that  and  do  what  James  G. 
Salsman  is  doing— get  down 
real  hard  on  our  police  depart- 


ment for  trying  to  break  up 
large,  noisy,  rowdy  keg  parties 
in  the  college  neighborhood. 

I  am  disturbed  with  the  fol- 
lowing statement  and  I  quote, 
"  .  .  they  are  our  servants  also. 
We  have  every  right  to  demand 
of  them  the  protection  neces- 
sary to  allow  us  to  freely  travel 
at  night  without  fear  of 
assault." 

First,  I  do  not  think  of  the 
police  as  our  servants.  They 
happen  to  be  men  and  women 
like  the  rest  of  us  who  have 
decided  to  take  a  very  special 
profession.  They  do  not  retire  to 
the  servant's  quarters  at  night 
to  sleep,  as  I  suspect  James  G. 
Salsman  thinks  they  do. 

Secondly,  we  all  would  like  to 
be  able  to  go  about  our  business 
at  night  without  fear  of  assault. 
I  suppose  it's  something  to 
hope  for.  But  considering  the 
times,  it  is  unrealistic  to  expect 
to  be  able  to  go  out  to  the  streets 
at  night,  particularly  in  certain 
neighborhoods,  completely  free 
of  any  fear  for  one's  safety.  It  is 
also  unrealistic  to  think  the 
police  department  can  have  as 
many  dollars  as  necessary  to 
keep  the  streets  completely  free 
of  crime.  And  realism  is  what  I 
hope  James  S.  Salsman  will  try 
to  come  to  terms  with. 

On  another  note,  when  I  was 
in  the  market  for  a  house  a 
couple  of  years  ago,  one  neigh- 
borhood I  was  not  interested  in 
was  the  FSC  area.  Why?  The 
crime?  No,  the  parties.  I  do  not 
like  living  around  students  who 
like  to  have  loud  parties  at 
night.  I  have  two  young 
children  who  go  to  bed  early  and 
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need  their  sleep  and  a  husband 
who  gets  up  early  to  go  to  work. 
I  had  my  fill  of  loud  parties 
while  I  was  in  college  and  had  to 
put  up  with  noisy  neighbors.  No 
thanks. 

I  would  like  to  end  this  letter 
by  stating  my  support  for  the 
Fitchburg  Police  Department. 
The  police  officer's  job  consists 
of  a  lot  of  things,  not  just 
heroically  capturing  criminals. 
And  I  suspect  it's  a  job  there  is 
little  thanks  for,  considering 
what's  at  stake. 

I  suggest  James  G.  Salsman 
turn  off  the  TV  and  do  his  home- 
work. 

Lynn  Leslie 
Resident  of  Fitchburg 


From  Page  8 

generally  quite  progressive 
(using  commercial  radio  stan- 
dards), the  song  did  make  the 
transition  and  was  played  quite 
extensively  during  the  summer 
of  '83. 


I,  above  all,  have  learned 
through  experience  and  error 
exactly  what  WFRC/WXPL 
should  and  should  not  be  play- 
ing, but  I  now  realize  the 
necessity  for  playing  the 
familiar  and  the  hits  in  order  to 
maintain  a  listenting  audience 
so  that  when  those  new  and  pro- 
gressive songs  are  played,  they 
will  have  an  impact.   It's  one 


thing  to  say  that  a  group  sounds 
like  someone  who  is  familiar  to 
us,  it's  something  else 
althogether  to  play  the  familiar 
and  then  the  new  band  that 
resembles  it.  Especially  if  it 
means  that  someone's  listening. 


My  first  show  on  WXPL  this 
year  was  an  enormous  success.  I 
believe  that  there  were  roughly 
25  requests  out  of  30  songs 
played  during  a  two  hour  show. 
During  my  most  recent  show 
there  were  perhaps  three  re- 
quests, most  of  which  were  from 
radio  station  personnel.  Where 
have  all  the  listeners  gone? 


The  opinions  expressed  in  editorials  are  those  of  the 
writer  and  not  necessarily  those  of  The  Strobe  editors. 
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A  good  atmosphere  to  take  your  college  sweetheart  or  just  come  with 
your  friends  and  party! 
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UPDATE 


Swillo  Speaks  to  SAM. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Society 
for  the  Advancement  of 
Management  (SAM)  Thursday 
in  Percival  Hall,  Club  President 
Christopher  Hofstedt  said  a  few 
words,  then  introduced  the 
guest  speaker,  Mr.  Randy 
Swillo.  Swillo,  an  employee  of 
the  Personnel  Consulting 
Group,  Inc.,  began  his  talk  on 
interviewing  techniques  for 
prospective  employees  by  as- 
suring the  gathered  students 
that  interviewers  "have  all 
spent  time  looking  for  jobs,  so 
they  know  what  it's  like  out 
there.  Personnel  people  are  very 
much  like  yourselves." 

With  this  in  mind,  he  said, 
think  of  the  interview  as  a  two- 
way  street.  Don't  let  the  inter- 
viewer take  all  the  initiative;  try 


to  come  prepared  with  some 
questions  of  your  own.  For  ex- 
ample, said  Swillo,  ask  to  see 
the  site  at  which  you  will  work  if 
you  get  the  job. 

Students  at  the  SAM  meeting 
found  Swillow's  advice  helpful 
and  were  eager  to  learn  as  many 
tips  as  possible  to  make  a  good 
impression  •  on  possible  em- 
ployers. These  students,  most 
of  whom  will  soon  be  out  in  the 
working  world,  asked  many 
questions  of  Swillo,  who  seemed 
more  than  willing  to  help. 

Swillow  warned  the  students 
that,  even  though  there  are 
strong  laws  in  Massachusetts 
regulating  the  kind  of  questions 
an  interviewer  can  ask  an  appli- 
cant, he  can  still  ask  anything 
he  wants. 


"It  then  puts  the  respon- 
sibility on  you  as  to  whether  you 
want  to  answer  the  questions," 
said  Swillo. 

A  good  response  to  what  you 
consider  an  unwarranted  ques- 
tion would  be  to  ask  the  inter- 
viewer what  the  business  reason 
is  for  asking  that  question.  Be 
direct,  but  not  belligerent,  he 
advised. 

"An  interview  is  not  an  adver- 
sarial situation,"  he  assured  the 
students. 

Swillo  closed  his  visit  with 
a  few  tips  to  the  students  on 
first  appearances. 

"It's  a  cliche,  but  it's  true. 
First  appearances  count.  Look 
neat;  not  slick,  but  neat.  Be 
punctual,  and  know  a  little 
about  the  company  you  are 
visiting.  Good  luck  out  there." 


Consider  Yourself 
LUK-y 


The  holidays  are  upon  us  and 
the  Christmas  fever  has  us  by 
both  hands.  We're  shopping  and 
cooking,  cleaning  and  decorat- 
ing, visiting  with  friends,  family 
and  making  memories. 

John  is  29  years  old,  alone  and 
lonely.  The  holidays  serve  to 
emphasize  his  isolation.  There  is 
only  one  way  he  can  see  to  stop 
this  gnawing,  cutting  pain- 
suicide.  He  knows  it  doesn't 
matter,  he  knows  no  one  cares. 

Mary  spent  her  entire  last 
week's  paycheck  on  a  dress  for 
the  office  Christmas  party.  She 
drank  a  little  too  much.  She 
thought  it  was  nice  that  Joe  of- 


fered her  a  ride  home.  After,  she 
sat  alone  in  her  apartment,  with 
her  new  dress  torn,  and  ruined 
in  the  struggle.  She  was  sex- 
ually assaulted.  Embarassed, 
confused,  and  angry,  she  tried 
to  think  of  someone  to  call. 

This  season  give  the  gift  of 
caring.  Help  people  like  John 
and  Mary.  I JJK  needs  responsi- 
ble and  sensitive  individuals  to 
work  on  it's  24  hour  crisis  in- 
tervention hotline  and  on  the 
Sexual  Assault  Unit. 

Dial  LUK,  345-0685  Monday 
to  Friday,  8:00am  to  4:00pm 
and  ask  for  l,inda  or  Melissa. 
I J  IK  is  a  United  Wav  Agency. 


The  Air  Force  Nurse  Internship  Program. 


Ecumenism  Between  Religion 
and  Science 


Since  1977  the  Air  Force 
Nurse  Corps  has  been  offering  a 
five  month  internship  program 
to  competitive  senior  nursing 
students  from  NLN  accredited 
BSN  schools  nationwide. 

The  program's  objective  is  to 
help  recent  graduates  of  bac- 
calaureate nursing  programs 
develop  their  leadership  ability 
and  clinical  skills. 

The  internship  includes  lec- 
ture, group  discussion,  case 
study,  role  playing,  and  simula- 
tion in  a  learning  laboratory. 

Students  selected  to  par- 
ticipate in  this  program  receive 

Band  Notes 


a  direct  commission  as  Second 
Lieutenant.  U.S.  Air  Force 
Nurse  Corps  at  a  salary  of  ap- 
proximately $19,000  annually. 
Students  come  on  active  duty 
shortly  after  taking  state  board 
exams.  They  attend  a  two  week 
orientation  course  at  Sheppard 
AFB,  Texas,  to  learn  about  the 
U.S.  Air  Force  and  Air  Force 
Medical  Service. 

After  completion  of  the 
course,  nurses  report  to  one  of 
the  15  Air  Force  hospitals  to 
begin  the  internship.  Students 
agree  to  remain  on  active  duty 
for   three  years.   This   time   in- 


cludes the  five  months  of  spon- 
sored internship. 

Some  of  the  benefits  available 
to  members  of  the  Air  Force 
Nurse  Corps  are  free  medical 
and  dental  care,  visible  career 
progression  opportunities, 
educational  assistance  pro- 
grams, housing  or  housing 
allowance,  systematic  pay  in- 
creases, an  excellent  retirement 
program,  and  30  days  of  vaca- 
tion with  pay  annually. 

For  more  information  contact 
Staff  Sergeant  Tom  Murphy  at 
(413)  785-0191. 


The  ethics  of  Religion  and 
knowledge  of  Science  when 
employed  for  the  betterment  of 
life  instead  of  its  destruction 
can  easily  bring  about  a  univer- 
sal spirit  of  human  cooperation 
on  ecumenism  which  can  make 
life  worth  living  for  all. 


It's  in  order  to  examine  these 
principles  that  a  new  course  is 
being  offered  at  FSC  in  the  2nd 
semester  of  this  school  year 
beginning  Tuesday,  Jan.  21, 
1986  from  5:00  to  7:30pm  each 
week    by    Emeritus    Professor 


George  F.  Steffanides  in  order 
to  awaken  in  our  students  the 
necessity  of  ecumenism  if  we 
are  to  save  our  world  from  its 
present  trend  toward  self- 
annihilation. 

A  new  course  which  is  entitled 
Contributions  of  Religion  and 
Science  to  Human  Welfare  is  a  3 
credit  course  and  is  open  for  all 
college  students,  undergrad- 
uate and  graduate. 

Those  interested  in  taking 
this  course  can  contact  the  Divi- 
sion of  Grad.  and  Cont.  Ed.  at 
FSC  by  January  15.  1986. 


Cheers! 


New  members  are  always 
needed  and  welcomed  for  the 
FSC  Band  and  Jazz  Ensemble 
in  order  to  expand  our  member- 
ship. Rehearsals  will  start  up 
again  for  next  semester  on 
Wednesday,  January  22,  1986 
(in  Weston  Auditorium)  from 
4:00-5:30pm  for  Jazz  Ensemble 
and  from  6:00-8:00pm  for  Band. 

The  Band  and  Jazz  Ensemble 
performed  for  Convocation  in 
September,  and  hosted  the  In- 
tercollegiate Band  Festival  in 
November.    On    December    4, 


1985  these  groups  performed 
their  annual  Christmas  Concert 
with  the  Choir. 

Next  semester  we  will  be  look- 
ing forward  to  our  annual  tour 
which  will  take  place  in  April. 

The  Band  and  Jazz  Ensemble 
wish  to  extend  to  you  best 
wishes  for  a  happy  holiday 
season.  We  thank  you  for  your 
continued  support.  Also  a 
special  thanks  to  our  director. 
Dr.  Frank  Patterson,  whose 
devotion,  time,  and  energy  is 
greatly  appreciated. 


The  Strobe  Editors  and  Staff 
wish  the  entire  FSC  community 
a  safe,  restful  and  happy  holi- 
day season  and  a  prosperous 
and  productive  new  year. 
Cheers!   ■ 


Lov'n  Donuts 
151  Main  Street 
Fitchburg,  MA  01420 
345-2129 


FITCHBURG 

WEIGHTLIFTING 

CLUB 

Co-ed  membership 
$20.00  a  month 
6  month  packages 


hi — in. 


Under  New  Management 

20  Putnum  Street 
Fitchburg,  Mass. 

Hours: 

Mon.-Fri.  9:00  to  9:00 
Sat  9:00  to  5:00 


Paul  Renda 


Peter  Schuren 


Arhkricond 


439  MAIN  ST.,  FITCHBURG,  MA  01420  TEL  (617)  342-9273 

M-W-  9:30-5:30  T&  Fri.  Til  8:00  Sat. -9:30-5:00 

For  all  your  athletic  and  outdoor 
footwear  needs. 

Reebok.  .  .Converse.  .  .Timberlands 
.  .  .  Kangaroo's.  .  .  Pony.  .  .Adidas 
...  Puma 

—Reminder— 

10%  OFF  any  store  item  with 
your  Fitchburg  State  College 
I.D. 

MC,  Visa  and  personal  checks  with  proper  I.D.  accepted. 


Page  12 


HfflTC 


wfta^ 


COULD  YOU 

USE 

EXTRA 

$  MONEY  $ 

TODAY? 

*Work  with  a  friend  *  Transportation  provided 

*AII  shifts  available  *Paid  daily 

We  need  you! 

WORKADAY 

(Right  down  the  street  from  FSC) 


150  Main  St.,  Room  19  Telephone:  345-2120 

Fitchburg,  ma  Open:  6  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m. 
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ARTS/ENTERTAINMENT 


On  Their  Toes  At  FSC 


The  Joffrey  II  Dancers,  a 
classical  troupe  of  young 
dancers  preparing  to  enter  the 
acclaimed  Joffrey  Ballet,  per- 
formed at  Fitchburg  State  Col- 
lege on  Tuesday,  November  19. 


Joffrey  II  's  repertory  com- 
bines classical,  contemporary, 
romantic  and  neo-classical 
ballet  ensemble  pieces  with 
modern  and  jazz  works.  The 
troupe  consists  of  14  dancers 


Recommended 
Holiday  Viewing: 


by  Lisa  Paine 

Staff  Writer 

Television: 

The  Grinch  Who  Stole 
Christmas 

The  Grinch,  with  his  diabol- 
ical grin,  has  more  personality 
than  a  lot  of  professors  on 
campus.  His  sadistic  treatment 
of  his  pup  is  a  must  to  see, 
especially  for  young  children.  A 
somewhat  sappy,  sentimental 
ending  weakens  the  story,  yet 
all  in  all,  strongly  recom- 
mended. 

VCR: 

*A  Christmas  Story 

A  funny,  funny,  corny  tale. 
Some  really  great  scenes  in- 
clude the  youngster  who  is  so 
bundled  up  by  his  mom  that 
when  he  falls  in  the  snow,  he's 
unable    to    raise    himself    up 


again,  and  another  where  a 
young  boy  licks  a  frozen  pole  in 
the  school  yard.  It's  a  movie  to 
warm  the  hearts  and  memories 
of  all  your  holiday  guests.  Why 
not  charge  them  only  half  price 
for  this  viewing?  Maybe  they'll 
bring  the  egg  nog. 


Movie  Re-runs: 

*A  Christmas  Carol 

A  true  classic— the  book,  that 
is.  Several  hundred  television 
versions  have  been  made,  so 
take  your  pick.  A  cartoon  ver- 
sion may  be  better  than  a  film 
production.  Scrooge  is  nearly  as 
devilish  as  the  Grinch,  and 
again,  a  happy  ending  softens 
the  plot.  But,  those  ghosts 
really  wallop  Scrooge  below  the 
belt— fascinating  holiday  view- 
ing. 


DESIGNER  AND 
BRAND  NAME 
IWOMEN'S  SHOES 


ALL  SHOES 
EVERY  DAY! 


to  choose  from., 
including... 
the  latest  styles 
in  genuine 
leather. 


Twin  City  Mall 

Fitchburg,  MA 

343-4692 


OPEN  MONDAY  -  FRIDAY 

10-9 

SAT.  10-7 

SUN.  12-5 


GIFT  CERTIFICATES 
AVAILABLE 


(seven  men  and  seven  women) 
hand-picked  by  Joffrey  Ballet 
Artistic  Director  Robert  Joffrey 
and  Joffrey  II  Director  Richard 
Englund. 

The  company  serves  as  a 
training  ground  for  young 
dancers,  as  well  as  for  emerging 
choreographers,  composers  and 
costume  and  lighting  designers. 
The  dancers  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  focus  on  the  finer 
points  of  their  career,  like  make- 
up, hairstyling  and  costuming. 

The  company  travels  across 
North  America  by  bus,  logging 
more  than  20.000  miles  an- 
nually. Combining  single 
engagements  with  short-  and 
long-term  residencies,  they 
have  performed  in  49  states. 

The  production  was  part  of 
FSC's  Performing  Arts  Series, 
sponsored  by  the  Student 
Government  and  the  Campus 
Center.  Upcoming  perfor- 
mances will  include  jazz  musi- 
cians Ralph  Towner  and  Gary 
Burton  on  February  27. 


CAMERA 
WANTED 

(Nikon  preferred) 

One-film  trial  period 

Contact:  Kimberly  Beck 

Box  1233 


Hhoto  by  Marlene  Desautels 


Joffrey  dancer  sparkles  at  KfciC 


LEAVE  YOUR 
WORRIES 
ON  OUR 

DOORSTEP 


The  very  last  thing  you 
should  ever  have  to  worry 
about  is  your  printing 
Because  your  Sir  Speedy 
Printing  Center  is  close  by. 

Leave  your  printing  with 
us,  and  you  can  rest 
assured  the  job  is  as  good 
as  done.  We're  the  full 
service  printing  profes- 
sionals, so  we'll  handle 


everything  for  you.  From 
typesetting  and  layout 
to  advice  on  color  and 
paper  choice.  We'll  get  it 
done  right,  and  right 
on  time. 

There's  no  need  to  worry 
no  matter  what  the  job. 
Because  you  can  always 
count  on  Sir  Speedy  to 
make  you  look  good. 


Printing  Center 
Fitchburg  /  Leominster 

Prichard  Plaza.  465  Main  St..  Fitchburg.  MA  01420  (617)  342-2888 
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Saturday  Night's  Dead 


by  Tina  Boucher 

Staff  Writer 

Remember  the  television  show 
that  starred  people  like  Chevy 
Chase,  John  Belushi,  Dan 
Akroyd,  Jane  Curtin,  Gilda 
Radner  and  Bill  Murray?  It  was 
a  home  for  characters  like  The 
Coneheads,  Lisa  Lupner,  The 
Killer  Bees  and  a  fast  food 
Greek  restaurant  (that  served 
only  hamburgers,  Pepsi  and 
chips),  not  to  mention  visitors 
like  Mr.  Bill  and  the  Land 
Shark.  Then  remember  how  the 
show  changed  its  entire  cast 
and  was  on  the  verge  of 
cancellation  when  it  added 
talent  like  Eddie  Murphy  and 
Joe  Piscopo  who  did  characters 

A  One- Woman 


like  Mr.  Robinson,  Andy 
Rooney  and  Gumby?  Then  they 
changed  again  and  in  came  Bil- 
ly Crystal,  Christopher  Guest 
and  Martin  Short  who  gave  us 
Fernando  — who  looked 

Mahvelous,  Ed  Grimly,  and 
Frankie  and  Willie's  famous 
line  of  "Oh  I  hate  when  that 
happens."  Remember?  What 
ever  happened  to  that  show? 

I  believe  the  show's  name 
was  Saturday  Night  Live.  Ah 
yes,  I  remember  it  well.  I  used 
to  look  forward  to  its  late  night 
humor.  It  was  funny,  had  up-to- 
date  issues  done  comically  and 
tastefully,  and  of  course,  had  its 
off-the-wall  skits  done  in  off- 
the-wall  ways.  The  show  esta- 
blished  likable   characters   we 


Play 


by  Pamela  S.  Freedman 

Staff  Writer 

Wednesday,  November  20,  at 
8:30  in  Percival  Auditorium, 
FSC  presented  a  free,  public 
performance  of  "The  Belle  of 
Amherst.'  a  one-woman  play 
about  Emily  Dickinson. 

Dickinson  was  portrayed  by 
Sara  Whitcomb.  a  1984 
graduate  of  Amherst  college. 
The  play,  written  by  William 
Luce,  combines  Dickinson's 
writing  with  history  in  order  to 
uncover  the  poet's  mysteriously 
solitary  life.  Dickinson 
11830-1886),  was  born  and  died 
in  the  same  house  on  Main 
Street  in  Amherst,  Massachu- 
setts. She  wrote  approximately 
1800  brief  poems,  and  is  con- 
sidered to  be  one  of  America's 
most  important  woman  poets. 

Whitcomb  brought  Dickinson 
to  life  with  amazing  vitality, 
wit,  and  humor.  Her  perfor- 
mance was  captivating,  as  she 
brought  the  audience  into  the 
mind,  world,  and  living  room  of 


the  19th  century  poet.  She 
recited  several  of  Dickinson's 
poems  with  such  feeling  and 
emotion  that  the  meaning  was 
clear.  Whitcomb  portrayed 
Dickinson  at  50,  in  her  20's,  and 
as  a  young  girl.  She  gave  an 
overview  of  the  major  events  in 
the  woman's  life. 


An  English/theatre  arts 
major  at  Amherst,  Whitcomb 
first  performed  "Belle''  as  her 
thesis  production  in  May  of 
1983.  She  has  appeared  in  a 
number  of  plays  in  the  Amherst 
area,  and  in  dinner  theatres  and 
community  groups  throughout 
Massachusetts.  She  has  played 
such  roles  as  Elsa  in  "Hop- 
scotch," Miss  Prism  in  'The  Im- 
portance of  Being  Earnest." 
Corrie  Bratter  in  "Barefoot  in 
the  Park,''  and  Viola  in 
"Twelfth  Night." 

The  FSC  production  was  co- 
sponsored  by  the  college's  Per- 
forming Arts  and  Distinguished 
Lecturer's  Series. 


Robinson's  Fish  'n  Chips 

43  MAIN  ST.  342-9150 

Come  in  and  enjoy  our  specials 
every  Wed.,  Thurs.,  &  Fri.!!! 

STORE  HOURS: 
Weds,  and  Thurs  10-6      Fri.  10-7 


EARN 
MONEY 
FOR 
COLLEGE 

LOADERS  & 
UNLOADERS 

$H  hr  •  PART-TIME 
EVENINGS  & 
EARLY  MORNING 
HOURS 

We  offer  steady  employment, 
paid  vacations  and  health 
benefits.  Interviews  will  !><•  held 
every  Monday.  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  9am— 4pm 


UNITED  PARCEL  SERVICE  (ups) 

.315  Hartford  Turnpike  ^^ 

Route  20, 
Shrewsbury.  MA  01545 


almost  looked  forward  to  seeing 
the  next  week  down  the  road 
and  a  creative  story  line  of 
some  sorts  for  its  skits.  What 
ever  happened  to  that  show? 

The  show  they've  lately  been 
trying  to  pass  off  as  Saturday 
Night  Live  is  quickly  losing  its 
old  audience.  It  is  far  from  the 
SNL  we've  all  grown  to  know.  I 
realize  that  nothing  can  last 
forever,  but  this  is  ridiculous. 
They  have  the  format  right: 
well-known  guest  star  host  and 
a  musical  guest.  So  far  that's 
the  best  part  of  the  show.  It's 
on  the  same  channel  at  the 
same  time,  but  it  just  doesn't 
seem  to  be  working  this  season. 
Why?  Simply,  the  show  has  lost 
its  taste  and  class  by  cutting 


down  everyone  and  everything 
possible  in  its  first  episode.  No 
one  was  left  out;  the  President 
and  Nancy  Reagan,  Spanish 
speaking  Americans,  and  gays 
were  all  the  victims  of  skit 
mockery.  Not  only  that,  but  it 
was  very  highly  suggested  that 
the  Kennedy  brothers  were  the 
killers  of  Marilyn  Monroe.  The 
second  week  was  a  little  better 
with  host  Chevy  Chase.  There 
were  actually  laughs  in  about 
three  spots  and  there  wasn't 
a  lot  to  get  offended  by. 

The  show  has  potential  but 
so  far  hasn't  used  it  at  all.  They 
have  talented  actors  and  ac- 
tresses there,  but  don't  use 
them.  Anthony  Michael  Hall  is 
one  of  the  most  popular  young 


actors  in  Hollywood  and  they 
use  him  as  a  back  up  Spanish 
singer  for  a  Madonna  skit. 

If  I  didn't  know  that  there 
were  actually  employed  writers 
on  the  staff,  I  would  swear  that 
half  of  the  contents  on  the  show 
were  improvisations. 

The  show  doesn't  play  with 
popular  issues,  it  destroys  them 
and  offends  its  viewers.  If 
things  don't  change  or  look  up 
soon,  not  only  will  Saturday 
Night  Live  continue  to  lose  its 
audience,  but  the  ten  year  tradi- 
tion of  late  night  entertainment 
may  be  leaving  us,  and  not  in 
the  style  it  deserves. 


(RECORD  PREVIEW 


by  Tim  Boutin 

Staff  Writer 

John  Waite—Mask  Of  Smiles 

This  is  Waite's  strongest  ef- 
fort since  leaving  The  Babys. 
His  smooth-as-silk  voice  glides 
through  rockers  "Every  Step  Of 
The  Way"  and  "You're  The 
One."  The  ballads,  "Welcome 
To  Paradise"  and  "The  Choice" 
feature  Waite's  thoughtful 
lyrics  and  the  tinklings  of 
keyboardist  Tommy  Mandel. 

A  welcome  addition  to  my 
album  collection. 

Yngwie  Malmsteen's  Rising 
Force— Marching  Out 

Not  a  welcome  addition  to 
many  FSC  album  collections, 
but  worth  mentioning  as  it  is 
the  aural  equivalent  of  the 
"Texas  Chainsaw  Massacre." 

Yngwie  and  the  boys  have 
been  doing  a  bang-up  job  open- 
ing for  AC/DC  on  the  Aussies 


current  cross  country  trek  and 
the  man  was  just  named  guitar- 
ist of  the  year  by  Guitar  Player 
magazine. 

Yngwie  borrows/steals  liber- 
ally from  Blackmore,  Hendrix, 
and  Van  Halen.  If  you  listen  to 
music  of  that  genre,  you  may 
like  this.  All  others,  beware! 

Del  Fuegos— Boston,  Mass 

Folk     music       well,     it's 
music  for  folks." 

Local  boys  make  good  on 
their  second  release,  nimbly 
side-stepping  the  sophomore 
jinx.  The  band  played  numerous 
cuts  from  this  disc  at  Spree 
Night  last  year  and  they  seemed 
to  have  reworked  several  of 
them. 

The  single  "Don't  Run  Wild" 
receives  airplay  on  the  likes  of 
KISS  108.  Recommended. 

Michael  Bolton— Everybody's 
Crazy 
Bolton  keeps  his  feet  planted 


in  AOR  territory.  This  is  a  well 
balanced  album  featuring  rave- 
ups  like  "Save  Our  Love"  and 
"You  Don't  Want  Me  Bad 
Enough"  as  well  as  softer 
numbers  like  "Call  My  Name." 
Bolton  has  a  voice  similar  to 
that  of  Paul  Rodgers  and  knows 
his  way  around  a  lyric  sheet. 
Bruce  Kulick  of  Kiss  adds  his 
talents  to  several  of  the  tracks, 
making  this  an  album  worth 
owning. 


Mass— New  Birth 

This  is  a  disappointing  effort 
from  (considered  by  many! 
Boston's  finest  hard  rock  band. 

Producer  Tony  Piatt  must 
have  mixed  this  album  in  a 
dumpster  somewhere.  The 
recording  is  dreadful,  bringing 
out  none  of  the  qualities  that 
Mass  display  in  a  concert  set- 
ting. 

Bring  New  Birth  to  your  next 
frisbee  tournament. 


Central  Mass  Sport  Tours 

FALL  AND  WINTER  SCHEDULE 

SKI  WHISTLER,  British  Columbia,  Canada 
January  8-13,  1986 

Round  trip  air,  transfers,  5  night  accommodations, 
3  day  lift  ticket,  nightly  parties. 

SKI  TRIP  TO  SUCARLOAF/U.S.A  -  Maine 
Friday,  January  17-19,  1986 

Round  trip  transportation,  2  nights  accommodations  slopeside  condos, 

2  day  lift   pass. 

SKI  TRIP  TO  LAKE  PLACID  NEW  YORK 
Friday,  February  7-9,  1986 

Round  trip  transportation,  2  nights  accommodations,  lift  ticket  plus 
World  Cup  Bobsled  Competition  this  weekend. 

SKI  TRIP  TO  SUCARLOAF/U.S.A  -  Maine 
Friday,  March  14-16,  1986 

Round  trip  transportation,  2  nights  accommodations  slopeside  condos, 

2  day  lift  ticket. 

Sunday,  April  6    BOSTON  CELTICS  vs.  PHILADELPHIA  76'ers 

at  the  Spectrum  in  Philadelphia 

See  the  Celtics  and  76'ers  clash  at  the  end  of  the  season. 

Round  trip  transportation  plus  ticket  to  the  game. 

If  you  want  to  put  on  a  Ski  Trip  of  your  own  contact  us. 
1  FREE  TRIP  with  every  18  paid  guests.  Student  rates  available. 

Call  537-1962 

David  Rudnicky 


John  Cougar  Rocks  the  Centrum 
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by  Debra  Donston 

Staff  Writer 

John  Cougar  Mellencamp 
brought  his  gritty,  down-home 
brand  of  rock  and  roll  to  the 
Worcester  Centrum  on  Nov.  25. 
For  nearly  three  hours,  Mellen- 
camp sang  and  danced  in  a  con- 
cert the  audience  at  the  Cen- 
trum are  not  soon  to  forget. 


The  show  opened  with  a 
recording  of  Mellencamp's 
grandmother  singing  "Grand- 
mother's Song.''  Mellencamp 
and  his  band  then  came  on  with 
the  rousing,  "Smalltown."  In 
the  middle  of  the  song,  Mellen- 
camp said  how  glad  he  was  to  be 

There's  No  Cure 
For  Fever  Pitch. 


in  "your  small  town"  and  he 
really  seemed  to  mean  it. 
Mellencamp  made  the  audience 
a  part  of  his  show,  even  pulling 
people  up  to  the  stage  to  share 
the  spotlight  with  him.  The 
stage  was  set  up  to  provide  easy 
access  to  the  audience  and 
Mellencamp  made  the  most  of 
it,  shaking  hands,  dancing  with 
people,  and  at  one  point,  taking 
a  dive  into  the  audience. 

The  first  part  of  the  show  con- 
centrated on  songs  from  the 
"Scarecrow"  album,  with 
Mellencamp  classics  like  "Jack 
and  Diane"  and  "I  Need  a 
Lover"  thrown  in. 

Mellencamp  has  recently 
become  known  as  a  spokesman 
for    the    plight    of    America's 


by  Pamela  S.  Freedman 

Staff  Writer 

Fever  Pitch  is  the  story  of  a 
sports  reporter  named  Steve 
Taggart.  played  by  Ryan 
O'Neal,  who  decides  to  in- 
vestigate gambling.  He  wants 
to  find  answers  to  questions  like 
why  people  gamble,  who 
gambles,  and  do  they  win.  In 
his  year-long  quest  for  informa- 
tion, he  becomes  a  gambling  ad- 
dict himself,  and  spends  most  of 
his  time  in  the  Las  Vegas 
casinos.  He  is  in  debt  for 
thousands  of  dollars,  and  has 
several  thugs  after  him. 

Catherine  Hicks  plays  a 
waitress  in  a  casino,  who  also 
has  a  flair  for  gambling.  She 
seems  to  be  used  as  a  pretty 
decoration  in  the  film,  because 
she  has  few  meaningful  lines. 
Neithe:  does  O'Neal,  for  that 
matter.  When  he  told  her  he 
loves  her,  several  people  in  the 


theater  laughed.  There  was  no 
development  of  a  relationship  or 
romance  between  the  two  char- 
acters, and  O'Neal's  outburst 
was  almost  comical. 

This  whole  movie  was  an  un- 
fortunate waste  of  time  and 
money.  Parts  of  it  were  told  in  a 
narrative  fashion,  with  O'Neal 
at  his  typewriter  as  narrator; 
the  rest  was  choppy  dialogue.  It 
was  hard  to  tell  who's  who, 
because  there  was  no  character 
development  or  plot  worth  men- 
tioning. This  film  consisted 
mainly  of  scenes  in  a  casino, 
which  all  seemed  separate  and 
isolated.  Where  is  the  story 
Ryan?  And  what  is  your  point? 

Several  people  in  the  theater 
left  before  the  film  was  even 
over,  completely  bored  and 
disillusioned  with  the  superstar. 
His  acting  is  weak,  as  is  the 
film.  Ryan  O'Neal  fans— save 
your  money  and  watch  Love 
Story  again. 
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delicious,  hot,  pizza 
and  subs! 
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CAMPUS  PIZZA 

DELIVERY 
Dorms  and  College  Area 

Sun.-Thurs.  5:00-11:30  pm 

Fri.-Sat.  5:00-12:30  pm 

(50<p  extra  delivery) 

179  MYRTLE  AVE. 
FITCHBURG,  MA  01420 
TELEPHONE:  342-3464 


SALADS  PIZZAS 
SPAGHETTI   GRINDERS 

.     OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 
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farmers.  Mellencamp  said  he 
wasn't  there  to  preach,  but 
asked  the  Centrum  audience  to 
write  their  senators  about  the 
problem  and  to  work  within  the 
system. 

Mellencamp  then  launched  in- 
to "Rain  on  the  Scarecrow," 
perhaps  the  most  poignant 
moment  of  the  show.  The  song 
tells  the  story  of  a  farm 
foreclosure,  and  the  powerful 
images  throughout  are 
testimony  to  just  how  far 
Mellencamp  has  come  as  a 
songwriter. 

Just  before  the  15-minute  in- 
termission, Mellencamp  slowed 
things  down  with  "I  Can't  Even 
Run  With  the  Night,"  a  song 
from  one  of  his  earliest  albums. 


A-la  Springsteen,  Mellencamp 
became  a  storyteller  and  ex- 
plained how  the  song  had  been 
written  for  a  girl  he  once  loved 
in  high  school.  The  stage  was 
darkened  and  Mellencamp 
stood  side  by  side  with  a  guitar 
and  a  lonely  violin.  It  was  a 
powerful  moment  in  the  show. 

Mellencamp  started  the 
second  part  of  the  show  with  the 
rousing  "Crumblin'  Down"  and 
kept  up  the  momentum  with 
"R.O.C.K.  in  the  U.S.A."  and 
"Play  Guitar."  He  urged  the  au- 
dience to  sing  with  him  on  such 
favorites  as  "Hurts  So  Good" 
and  "The  Authority  Song," 
which  had  everyone  out  of  their 
seats. 

Mellencamp  grew  up  in  the 


60 's,  and  the  music  of  the  time 
has  greatly  influenced  him.  He 
paid  homage  to  those  roots  at 
the  end  of  the  show  with  some  of 
his  favorite  songs  including, 
"Mony,  Mony,"  "Proud  Mary" 
and  mostly  notably  "Cold 
Sweat"  during  which  he  showed 
off  his  "awesome"  dancing 
skills. 

During  the  encore,  Mellen- 
camp came  out  and  asked  that 
the  house  lights  be  turned  up. 
He  thanked  the  audience  for 
coming  and  invited  them  to  sing 
with  him.  Mellencamp  launched 
into  his  version  of  "Under  the 
Boardwalk"  and  left  the  au- 
dience feeling  that  they  had 
spent  an  evening  getting  to 
know  John  Cougar. 


FSC  Annual  Exhibition: 

Crayonstone  Lithography 


The  exhibition  will  be  held  in 
Room  A230  of  the  Industrial 
Arts  building,  Fitchburg  State 
College,  Fitchburg,  Massachu- 
setts. 

During  the  exhibition  there 
will  be  a  continuous  slide 
presentation  explaining  the  pro- 
cess of  crayonstone  printing. 


Artists  will  be  on  hand  to  ex- 
plain their  prints  and  the  pro- 
cess used. 

Please  use  the  Highland 
Avenue  entrance. 


1985  Winter  Rxhibit 
Sunday,  Dec.  8,  2  to  5pm 


Jammin'  with  the 
Fiascos 


by  Tim  Boutin 

Staff  Writer 

Reggae  is  alive  and  kicking  in 
Fitchburg. 

The  Fiascos,  a  local  reggae  en- 
try, performed  admirably  in  a 
recent  outing  at  "The  Connec- 
tion." 

Led  by  FSC's  Mike  Leach,  the 
band  remained  loyal  to  their 
roots     throughout    the    show. 

After  some  initial  equipment 
difficulties,  the  band  ripped 
through  reggae  standards  "The 


Lion  Sleeps  Tonight,"  Bob 
Marleys  "I  Shot  The  Sheriff." 
and  some  impressive  originals. 


The  strong  vocals  of  Leach 
and  some  screaming  saxophone 
leads  are  the  core  of  The  Fiascos 
sound.  These  different  musical 
elements  meshed  effectively 
during  "Giddy  Up,"  "Lonely 
Rider,"  and  "Rise-Up." 


The  band  closed  the  show  on  a 
high  note  with  the  sing-a-long 
"I  Don't  Like  Reggae,  I  Love 
It." 


HOURS: 

MON.-SVT. 

11:00-6:00 


CWWBTFWWK 

713  Main  St.,  Fitchburg,  MA 
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Hockey  Team 
Gets  Underway. 


by  Tom  Goodwin 

Staff  Writer 

Don't  look  at  their  1-2  early 
season  record  to  assess  how  the 
FSC  hockey  team  is  playing  so 
far.  They're  doing  "just  fine" 
according  to  head  coach  Dean 
Fuller. 

After  dropping  their  home, 
and  season  opener  5-3  to  a  tough 
Curry  College  squad,  Fitchburg 
exploded  for  a  7-2  league  win 
over  Framingham  State  and 
then  lost  a  bitter  5-4  overtime 
decision  to  Division  III  rival 
Southeastern  Mass.  University. 

"We've  played  three  excellent 
games,''  claimed  Fuller,  now  in 
his  second  year  behind  the 
bench.  "Our  first  few  games 
were  all  against  playoff  teams 
so  I'm  not  worried  about  our 
record." 

Against  Curry,  last  year's 
Div.  Ill  leading  scorer  Bob 
McMahon  picked  up  right 
where  he  left  off  netting  two  of 
the  Falcon's  three  goals. 


Steve  Boulas  tallied  the  other 
while  Bob  Sargent  and  John 
Jones  chipped  in  with  two 
assists  apiece.  The  Falcon  goal 
was  admirably  minded  by 
Roger  Poussard,  who  kicked  out 
31  Curry  attempts. 

Chris  Page  bagged  the  hat- 
trick  plus  one,  including  the 
game  winner,  as  FSC  rolled  over 
Framingham.  Other 

lamplighters  included  Joe 
Gurney,  Chris  Connolly  and 
Boulas'  second  of  the  year. 
Poussard  turned  aside  27  Ram 
shots. 

Traveling  down  to  SMU,  the 
Falcons  came  in  with  hopes  of 
turning  around  their  string  of 
five  defeats  at  the  Hetlund 
Rink. 

Things  looked  pretty  good 
with  Fitchburg  holding  a  4-3 
lead  after  two  periods  on  goals 
by    Ray    Boudreau,     Page, 


McMahon,  and  Paul  Duato,  but 
it  was  not  to  be. 


The  fifth  of  five  penalties 
whistled  against  the  green  and 
white  came  at  the  end  of  the 
third  period  and  it  proved  to  be 
costly  as  the  Corsairs  scored 
their  second  powerplay  goal  of 
the  game,  sending  the  contest 
into  overtime. 

Mark  Dubois  wasted  no  time 
in  the  sudden  death/victory 
period,  getting  the  game  winner 
for  SMU  on  the  first  shift. 

"The  penalties  really  cost 
us,"  admitted  Fuller.  "And 
even  though  it  wasn't  as 
physical  a  game  as  these  two 
teams  usually  play,  it  still  was 
tough  to  take  that  SMU  was 
only  charged  with  one  penalty.  I 
have  to  give  Roger  (Poussard)  a 
lot  of  credit.  He's  been  playing 
fantastic  for  us." 


Red  Ravens  stop  Lady  Falcons 


by  David  Mitchell 

Staff  Writer 

A  three  point  play  by 
Franklin  Pierce's  Wanda 
Lukehart  with  46  seconds  left 
stopped  a  second-half  comeback 
by  Fitchburg  and  the  Red 
Ravens  (2-0)  edged  the  Lady 
Falcons  67-60  in  their  season 
opener    at    Parkinson    Gym- 


nasium. 

Chris  Page  and  Beth  McNa- 
mara  combined  for  9  points  as 
the  Falcons  took  an  early  lead 
(9-4)  with  12  minutes  left  to  play 
in  the  first  half.  Cindy  Marcin 
scored  10  of  her  15  points  in  the 
first  half  as  the  Red  Ravens 
came  back  to  lead  by  4  (30-26)  at 
the  half. 


Photo  by  Tom  Goodwin 

The  women's  basketball  team  tips  off  their  1985-86  season. 


The  Red  Ravens'  offense, 
behind  the  play  of  center  Sheila 
Lindsey,  opened  up  at  the  start 
of  the  second  half  and  the 
visitors  pushed  their  lead  to  15 
(55-40)  with  9  minutes  to  play.  A 
'Chris  Page  jumper  at  6:13  cap- 
ped a  6-0  Falcon  run  but  Marcin 
answered  from  15  feet  and  the 
Falcons  were  down  by  11 
(61-50).  An  aggressive  defense 
sparked  the  Falcon  comeback  as 
the  Red  Ravens  were  twice  call- 
ed for  traveling  down  the 
stretch.  A  basket  by  Monique 
Joyce  and  two  free  throws  from 
Lisa  Forget  at  1:00  cut  the  lead 
to  3  (63-60)  but  the  home  team's 
hope  for  victory  ended  when 
Lukehart  was  fouled  on  a  driv- 
ing lay-up. 

Lindsey  led  all  scorers  with  21 
points  and  13  rebounds.  Page 
and  Joyce  combined  for  28  and 
Forget  added  12  coming  off  the 
bench. 


The  Fitchburg  State  players 
and  coaches  wore  black  ribbons 
in  memory  of  Coach  Mike  Com- 
iskey.  Comiskey  died  in  a  tragic 
car  accident  last  summer.  A  pla- 
que and  a  written  dedication  by 
Coach  Bill  Martino  were  placed 
in  Parkinson  Gymnasium 
before  the  game.  Martino  will 
also  establish  an  annual  players 
award  in  honor  of  Comiskey. 


FSC  hockey  gets  back  in  action. 


Fantastic  is  an  appropriate 
adjective  for  the  junior  keeper's 
play  so  far  this  year.  His  47 
saves  had  many  an  SMU 
shooter  shaking  his  head. 

"With  the  experience  we  have 
up  front  (McMahon,  Page, 
Duato)  and  on  the  blue  line 
(Boudreau,  Sargent),  it's  only  a 


matter  of  time  and  seasoning 
before  some  of  our  young  but 
talented  freshmen  begin  to 
mesh  in.  We  should  really  be  hit- 
ting our  stride  by  January," 
said  Fuller.  "This  is  a  quick, 
hard  working  team  and  I'm 
looking  for  us  to  have  a  good 
year." 


Ciolfi  and  Johnson  Don't 
Foos  Around 


Take  Games  Room  Title 


by  Tom  Goodwin 

Staff  Writer 

Larry  Ciolfi  and  Mike 
Johnson,  each  previous  cham- 
pions with  different  partners, 
teamed  up  to  dominate  the 
Games  Room  foosball  tourna- 
ment, losing  only  two  games  in 
five  "first  three  of  five"  mat- 
ches on  their  way  to  the  crown. 

Favored  from  the  start,  the 
two  seniors  cruised  through  the 
winner's  bracket,  losing  just 
one  game  to  the  team  of  Marty 
Goober  and  Don  Langlais. 

In  the  finals,  Ciolfi  and 
Johnson  faced  off  against  Bob 
O'Grady  and  John  Gouveia. 
O 'Grady  and  Gouveia  had  earn- 
ed the  honor  by  defeating  third 
place  finishers  Chris  Nee  and 
Frank  Smith. 


It  appeared  as  though  the 
championship  was  going  to  be  a 
real  dogfight,  as  the  two  teams 
split  the  first  two  games,  but 
the  upset  dreams  of  Gouveia 
and  O'Grady  soon  faded. 

Johnson's  quick  handed 
goaltending  and  Ciolfi's  potent 
offense  began  to  wear  down 
their  opponents,  allowing  the 
champs  to  take  the  final  two 
games. 

Both  finalist  teams  will  par- 
ticipate in  the  Regional  Tourna- 
ment held  right  here  at  FSC  in 
February. 

Ciolfi,  who  won  the  Regionals 
last  year  with  alumnus  Mark 
Bedard,  will  be  looking  to  repeat 
with  his  new  stable  mate, 
Johnson. 


1985  FOURTH  ANNUAL 
TURKEY  TROT  ROAD  RACE 
RESULTS 

Female:  no  entry 
First  Place:  Aubuchon  Hall 

First  Place:  Town  Houses 
Male:  Denis  Proulx 

Course:  3.1  miles 
Sponsor:  Women's  Athletic 
Association 

1st:  Kim  Bresnahan 
2nd:  Julie  Rivers 
First  Place:  Russell  Towers 

Female:  no  entry 

First  Place:  Off  Campus 
Male:  Pete  McCauliff 

First  Place:  Overall 
Male:  Barry  Dyment 
Female:  Kim  Bresnahan 

First  Place:  Faculty 
Male:  Jim  Jellison 

Male:  Steve  Flaherty 
Female:  Kathy  Bellefeuille 

First  Place:  Herlihy  Hall 
Male:  Jim  Frieden 
Female:  Ann  Koczela 

Female:  Kathy  Kelly 
First  Place:  Cross  Country 
Team  Members 
Male:  Barry  Dyment 
Female:  Chris  DiZoglio 

Photo  by  Tom  Goodwin 


An  early  round  of  the  Game's  Room  foos  tournament. 


Campus  Representatives  wanted  to  sell  Spring 
Break  Trips  to  Bermuda,  Bahamas,  Florida  & 
more.  Highest  commission  paid  plus  free  travel. 
Call  (800-252-8747)  (Nation-wide)  (800-341-8747) 
(MASS  ONLY). 


